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The College

Barrow Sixth Form College is the only sixth

form college in Cumbria and admits students

from a large part of the south of the County.

It occupies a pleasant suburban site close to

Furness Abbey. The College specialises in

the education of 16 – 19 year olds and this

is reflected in its ethos. The College aims to

provide a stepping stone for students between

school and higher education or work. Each

year over 250 students progress to university;

the specialist support systems available to

students incorporate detailed guidance on

making HE applications as well as preparation

for the world of work.

Ethos

The ethos of the College is based on

• recognising and valuing the potential of every student

• having high expectations of everyone

• providing strong support for all.

Ofsted

The College was inspected by Ofsted in January 2009. The

quality of provision was judged to be outstanding. The key

strengths of the College were identified as

• Very good progress made by students on GCE AS and A

level courses

• Outstanding use of IT and the Virtual Learning Environment

in teaching and learning

• Outstanding employer engagement and partnerships

• Outstanding transitional, personal and learning support

• Highly effective information, advice and guidance

• A supportive and empowering culture

• Very good leadership with a focus on improving success

rates.

Students at the College were said to:

• “achieve better grades than might have been predicted

from their GCSE results”

• be “enthusiastic about the college and their studies”

• “work well with others from diverse backgrounds, treat

peers with respect and value each others’ views, needs

and differences”

• “work together effectively to support and help each

other”.

Introduction to prospectus

The aim of this prospectus is to provide you with more

detailed information about the College, the admissions

process and the courses it offers. The information, along with

that provided on a number of other occasions detailed in the

prospectus, will help you to make the important judgement

about whether you could see yourself studying here.

Barrow Sixth Form College seeks to treat all students equally,

regardless of gender, disability, learning support needs or

ethnic background. The College’s Equal Opportunities policy

covers all areas of college life including admissions, teaching,

services and facilities.

This prospectus and other marketing materials are available

in large print and other formats on request. Please contact

the College main reception on 01229 828377.
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Programmes of

At the College we offer a wide and varied

choice of subjects and courses at different

levels; in fact the College is the largest provider

of A levels in Cumbria. This offers a good deal

of flexibility for you to choose the combination

of courses best suited to your ability, interest

and learning style.

Your programme of study at the College will be made up of

examination courses, tutorial, the opportunity to develop

important skills such as Communication and a variety of

other activities. We aim to provide you with a programme

which meets your individual needs and will provide you

with the qualifications and skills to enable you to progress to

higher education, employment or further training as well as

developing your personal interests.

Level Level 2(one year) Level 3(two years)

Entry requirements Mainly Ds and Es at GCSE A levels and Advanced Diploma:- a minimum of 5 GCSEs at C or above

(NB subject specific requirements)

OCR National level 3 : a minimum of 4 GCSEs at C or above

Components *Tutorial

*Work experience

OCR National Level 2

GCSEs

Literacy and Numeracy

Functional Skills

College Activities

*Tutorial

*Key Skills Communication

*GCE AS General Studies

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCEs

Advanced Diploma

OCR National Level 3

GCSE re-sits (where necessary)

College Activities

We offer courses at 2 main levels.

*Indicates compulsory elements

Study
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Level 3 programmes

Advanced level programmes of study at the College usually

last two years. They are suitable if you have a high level of

attainment at GCSE and wish to undertake further study before

progressing to higher education, employment or training. The

main part of an advanced level programme will be formed

by advanced level GCEs, Advanced Diploma or OCR National

Qualification Level 3 or a mixture of these elements. Entry

requirements are outlined in the table above but for some

subjects there are specific entry requirements – full details are

contained later in each subject entry.

Most GCE advanced level subjects are made up of four or

six units: two/three advanced subsidiary (AS) units which

you complete in year one and two/three A2 units which are

assessed at a higher level and form the second year of the

course. It is possible to achieve an AS qualification without

progressing to the A2 part of the course. Thirty four subjects

are available in almost any combination and it is expected that

most students will take three or four AS subjects in Year 1, then

continue to the full A level in perhaps three of those subjects in

Year 2. Unit examinations will be taken during the two years

and it is possible to re-sit each unit once.

Some students may opt for one of the new Advanced Diplomas,

each one is worth 31/2 A levels and is available in 4 different

disciplines:- Creative and Media, Business Administration and

Finance, Society, Health and Development and Travel and

Tourism.

The Diploma has three components:

• principal learning which is related to the individual area of

work

• generic learning which includes functional skills in English,

mathematics and information and communication technology

(ICT), work experience, and a project

• additional and specialist learning which will mainly be in the

form an A level chosen from those listed

The OCR National Qualifications at Level 3 are available as 6 or

12 awards.

As part of your advanced GCE, Advanced Diploma or OCR

National Level 3 subjects, you will develop the key skill of

Communication. You will also follow the GCE AS General Studies

course. It may also be possible to take one or two GCSE courses

such as Mathematics or English in addition to your A level

courses should you need to do so.

Level 2 Programmes

Entry Requirements

It is expected that you will have achieved mainly Ds and Es at

GCSE but some subjects have specific requirements – full details

are contained later in each subject entry.

These programmes are designed with a vocational emphasis

which means that they should enable you to achieve

qualifications which will equip you for a career in a particular

field. The vocational pathways available are:-

Health and Social Care

ICT

Travel and Tourism

Art and Design

Science/Engineering

In all cases you will develop your knowledge and skills in the

chosen area and have the opportunity to improve your literacy

and/or numeracy skills and take appropriate national tests/

exams.

For most students the main part of your programme will be

built up of a Level 2 OCR National (equivalent to 4 GCSEs at

C or above) plus GCSEs chosen from Business Communication

Systems, Biology, Maths/numeracy and English/literacy. Some

Level 2 students may opt for a ‘Science/Engineering’ pathway

which will be made up of GCSE Physics and GCSE Chemistry plus

the same options which are available to students following OCR

Nationals.

An integral and compulsory part of your study will be a 10

week work placement which will allow you to develop the skills

required for employment in your chosen vocational area and

provide evidence for your qualification. The College has good

contacts with local employers and a positive reference from

a work placement provider can help in securing a job if you

decide to leave College at the end of your course. Alternatively

many of our Level 2 students choose to return to College for 2

further years to study Level 3 courses. If you decide to reapply

for College, Link tutors will interview you and set entry

criteria. A Merit in the OCR National Level 2 will be required for

progression.

The OCR National Level 2 courses are also ideal for adult learners

who are keen to secure a full Level 2 qualification in order to

secure employment. Another particularly positive aspect is that

they are timetabled in such a way as to ease the organisation of

part-time employment and child care.

Students requiring a formal qualification in ICT will have the

opportunity to develop and achieve Functional skills in ICT.

Tutorial and enrichment

All Level 2 and Level 3 students will be a member of a tutor

group and will be encouraged to participate in the other

College enrichment activities; these are described later in this

prospectus.
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Supporting your

Studies

Information, advice and guidance

Support to help you in the transition from school/work to College is available and continues

once you enrol. We offer information, advice and guidance on anything related to your

future studies and have trained and experienced staff who specialise in:-

College course information

Careers guidance

Learning support

Financial advice relating to the costs of courses and EMAs/Adult Learning Grants

Higher education advice

Personal counselling

Providing support through our Chaplaincy service

Health issues
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We aim to provide you with the encouragement

and guidance which you will need in your efforts

to achieve success at the College. When you

leave we would like you to feel that you have

not only achieved the qualifications which you

are seeking but also that you have benefited

personally, socially and have enjoyed your time

at the College.

Prospective students will be supported in selecting their

courses by our team of link tutors (see page 6) or, if you are

simply interested in further information we can be contacted

on Tel: 01229 828377, Fax: 01229 836874 or E-mail: principal@

barrow6fc.ac.uk. Appointments are always private and

confidential.

Once enrolled at College, students can access the full range of

services at any time. In addition, the adult admissions team

provides a range of other services to help adult learners during

their time in College.

If you are under 25, the Connexions service can also help with

many of the issues which will face you. Their main office is on

Dalton Road, Barrow, (telephone number 01229 824052).

Group Tutors

As a student aged between 16 - 18 you will be part of a tutor

group of approximately 20 others. Initially, your group tutor

will have responsibility for helping you settle in and overcoming

any difficulties which might arise. Your group tutor may be

someone who teaches one of your main subjects but you will

also meet your group tutor on two other occasions in the week.

You will have regular one-to-one discussions with your group

tutor to monitor your progress, help you with your course and

plan for the future. Written reports known as Reviews will be

produced periodically as part of this process.

You will also meet each week as a tutor group. Early sessions

will cover issues concerned with settling into the College; you

will learn how to use the IT, library and careers facilities and

to develop your study skills. Later, you will deal with revision

skills, examination techniques, personal finance and other

topics relevant to the time after you have left College.

During the early part of your time at the College, your link

tutor who admitted you will also be available to help you with

any problems, especially if you wish to make changes to your

programme of study.

Careers Advice and Guidance

The College recognises the changing patterns of employment

and economic developments in the United Kingdom and,

in order to meet the challenges set by these changes, will

provide you with a comprehensive impartial careers education

and guidance programme. This programme is directed by

the careers co-ordinator(s), who are available for individual

consultations with students or parents before, during and after

your College course.

Much of the careers programme takes place through the

tutorial system, with major contributions from group tutors and

Connexions Cumbria. You will have the opportunity to listen

to specialist presentations from representatives of a number

of professions and to take advantage of a well-stocked careers

library which is available to you at all times and includes

appropriate computer software.

Each year large numbers of College students go on to higher

education and the College provides up-to-date, information,

specialist advice and guidance on the relevant application

procedures. There are careers programmes and information on

the College IT network.

Learning Support

Every student will be encouraged to work hard and to fulfil

their potential. All subject staff are available to all students in

order to help achieve this. Some students require extra help

because of ill-health or a learning difficulty such as dyslexia.

Where extra help is needed it is important to let College know

as soon as possible through your link tutor or group tutor so

that we can arrange appropriate support. There will also be an

opportunity to meet and discuss support needs with the ALS

team.

What kind of help can I get?

The support available may include help with making notes,

with structuring essays, etc. on a one-to-one basis, in small

groups or in class. Support may be short-term, lasting only one

session, or throughout your time at college.

The College has a variety of aids to help students with specific

problems eg. dictaphones, large screen VDU for a computer,

coloured acetate sheets. The College will provide other support

where this is reasonable.

Students may request extra help with examinations. This may

include up to 25% extra time, use of a laptop, rest periods, use

or a scribe/reader or enlarged-type question papers. In some

cases an updated report from an educational psychologist may

be needed.
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What happens if I am away from

College due to ill-health?

If you are away from College due to long-term sickness, the

College will provide support for you to continue to learn at

home, where this is reasonable.

I have mobility difficulties. Will I be

able to come to College?

All rooms in the College are accessible to wheelchair users.

On the ground floor ramps are provided to allow access, and

the first floor is accessible by a lift. If you are temporarily

disabled you can still request your own lift key. If you cannot

get around College independently, we can provide someone

to help.

A committed learning support team work with students who

require extra help (because of ill health or learning difficulty)

to ensure their needs are met.

Counselling

The College provides a counselling service to which students

can self-refer. The service is confidential, and covers a

whole range of problems such as bereavement, lack of selfconfidence,

eating disorders or problems with relationships.

Chaplaincy

The College offers an inter-denominational chaplaincy

room. It is available to all students, regardless of faith or

denomination, or for anyone needing a quiet place to spend

some time. The chaplaincy exists to provide impartial,

non-judgemental encouragement and support, in a Christian

environment for students and staff.

Members of the chaplaincy team are regularly in College

to meet, talk to and support students. Regular prayer and

other meetings are held as well as regular services. The

team consists of a number of local Christians from different

denominations, who are in College to listen, share what they

believe, and, hopefully, enhance the College experience.

Charges for College activities

The admission of a student between the ages of 16 and 18

to Barrow Sixth Form College is not subject to the charge of a

tuition fee.

Education Maintenance Allowances

(EMAs)

If current arrangements continue, sixteen year old students

starting a course in September 2010, from households with

an income of less than approximately £30,000 to £31,000 per

year, will qualify for an Educational Maintenance Allowance

(EMA) of £10, £20 or £30 per week. Payments are made

weekly on full attendance, completion of work and good

behaviour, and are to pay for the costs of education. More

information and application forms are available at www.direct.

gov.uk/ema. It is recommended that students apply as soon

as possible if they think they may qualify.

Study Centre

If you have difficulty organising your work, or get behind, you

can get help from the Study Centre, as well as your subject

tutors. Any student may be referred (or self-refer) for shortterm

help in completing work.

Spending a couple of hours in the Study Centre will help

improve your exam results, or meet coursework deadlines.

Student Voice

We are committed to consulting you on all aspects of the

organisation, including teaching and learning, facilities,

support services and improvements for the future. All

students of the College – full time or part time, adult student

or 16-18 year old, College or work based have an equal voice

and we want to hear from you.

‘Student Voice’ is your chance to express your views and

influence change. It can take a variety of forms including

student questionnaires, focus groups, and suggestion boxes.

Get involved and make a difference!

How to apply for

All students at the College have individual

programmes of study specifically designed to

meet their needs.

When you leave school you have a greater degree of

responsibility for your own decisions. You are therefore

expected to choose your course within a framework of

information, advice and guidance (IAG) provided by College

staff. This will enable you to decide on a programme of study

which reflects your interests, abilities and aspirations for the

future.

We aim to provide you with the support, guidance and

encouragement necessary to ensure a smooth transition from

school to the College.

Link Tutors

Link Tutors play a key role in admitting students to the College

and work closely with partner schools. All Year 11 applicants

are interviewed by their Link Tutor once, in the spring term

before starting at the College, and again at the beginning of

September.

The Link Tutors are:

Link Tutors also deal with applicants aged 17 and 18.

Kathryn Aldred/

Peter Needham

St Bernard’s School

Kate Lawty

Cartmel Priory School

Caroline Buckley

Alfred Barrow School

Roy Chisem

Adult applicants

Sue de Gruyther

Walney School

Alison Going

Parkview School

Malcolm Halsey

John Ruskin School

Annette Simcock

External applicants

Catherine Smith

Dowdales School

Mark Whitehead

Thorncliffe School

College

a place at the
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Applicants from local partner schools

Beginning in Year 10, a number of events are held which are

designed to help you choose an appropriate programme of

study.

June/July

Students in Year 10 are invited into College for a day to get a

taste of College life.

Parents are invited to an informal, introductory parents’

evening.

November/December

The College Principal or Vice Principal gives a talk for all Year

11 students. The College prospectus is distributed in schools.

Open Evenings are held at the College for all Year 11 students

and their parents on November 12th and November 17th.

These evenings are a chance to visit the College and find

out more about the courses available by talking to staff and

students. All subjects are represented.

December/January

Application forms are distributed to schools by Link Tutors.

January to April

Link Tutors visit schools for individual interviews with all

applicants; an interview record is produced. A provisional

course of study is identified and a conditional place is offered

where appropriate.

July

Students who have accepted places should attend an Open

Day on July 3rd to find out more about specific subjects and to

attend sample lessons. Following this event students receive

letters informing them of their September interview date and

time.

August

Students receive GCSE results.

August/September

Final interviews take place in College by appointment with

Link Tutors. An individual programme of study is negotiated

and agreed with each student. Careers information advice

and guidance is available. Late applications are considered

but the full range of courses may not be available.

Applicants from other schools

The College attracts students from across the whole of South

Cumbria and overseas. Applications for a place at the College

are welcomed from students in non-partner schools in

Furness, South Lakeland and further afield.

These applications are dealt with by Annette Simcock.

If you are interested in applying for a place at the College

please write, telephone or e-mail for an application form or

alternatively use the electronic application form available on

the College website at www.barrow6fc.org.uk/contact/

There is no formal closing date but applications should be

submitted as soon as possible to ensure the availability of

courses.

If possible, attend one of the Open Evenings and the

Open Day which are described earlier. Applicants will be

interviewed as soon as possible after their application is

received in order to arrange a provisional course of study.

This will be finalised at a second interview in September.

Applications from adults for day

classes

An application form is available on request and the College

will acknowledge your application within two weeks of

receiving it. At this time we will arrange a convenient time

for your first interview which is usually an informal discussion

at which an appropriate programme of study is discussed. If

an appropriate course is agreed, then you can expect to be

offered a place at the College within 1 week; please return

the acceptance slip on the offer letter as soon as possible.

Adults are encouraged to consult the Adult Prospectus in

addition to this publication. This is available on request from

College.

During the first week of the new academic year, new adult

learners will attend an enrolment interview. You should

bring with you two passport photographs and proof of your

benefit status. Many adult students are liable for tuition

and examination entry fees. If you are in receipt of certain

benefits you may be exempt from paying fees. It remains

your responsibility to ensure you are not in breach of the

conditions which apply to the receipt of your benefit. Please

be aware that free tuition is available for learners undertaking

their first full level 2 qualification (5 GCSE C-A* equivalent)

aged 19 + or their first full Level 3 qualification (2 GCE A levels

or equivalent), aged 19 - 24.

Adult students may be entitled to the new Adult Learning

Grant. If you would like further advice and guidance on

this, please contact Lisa Sharp, Adult Education Manager at

the College.

Careers Advice

At all times in the admissions process the College will be able

to offer expert, impartial information, advice and guidance to

students and their parents. This is provided by the Careers

Co-ordinator who, along with a representative from

Connexions Cumbria, is available for individual consultation.

Enriching your

Experience

Work that you do in class is important, but

equally important are all the other activities

that can make life at College enjoyable – as

well as help you with your studies.

The College wishes to provide all students with opportunities

to participate in a wide range of activities during the time

they spend here. This may mean continuing with some

sporting or artistic pursuit that you enjoyed at your previous

school or it may mean that you become involved with

some entirely new activity through our non-examination

programme. Participation in these activities will enhance your

applications for employment or higher education.

Enrichment activities take place in response to student

demand. For example a small but enthusiastic group of

students have been campaigning on behalf of Amnesty

International and several outdoor activity days have been

enjoyed including fell walking and caving. There is plenty

of enthusiasm amongst College staff to organise enrichment

activities; students will have opportunities to opt into the

things which appeal to them. Some of the regular, weekly

activities that took place last year were Salsa Dancing, Film

Makers Club, The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Scheme,

Chess Club, a variety of sporting activities and a production

of Hamlet.
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College Activities

As outlined earlier in this prospectus, the main part of your

time at the College will be taken up with examination

courses. However, the College wishes to provide all students

with opportunities to participate in a range of activities during

the time they spend here. This may mean continuing with

some sporting or artistic pursuit that you enjoyed at your

previous school or it may mean that you become involved

with some entirely new activity through our non-examination

programme. Participation in these activities will enhance your

applications for employment or higher education.

Sport

The College has a large sports hall and multi-gym and staff

with expertise in a wide variety of sport and leisure activities,

under the guidance of the PE staff.

Many students play sport purely as a recreational activity

while others aspire to standards of excellence. Each year

College teams and individuals win honours at county and

national levels. The College is keen to encourage as many

students as possible to participate at all levels.

Team games include: badminton, basketball, cricket, hockey,

netball, rugby league and union, football and tennis.

Student Union

As a student you are central to the life of the College and

have many opportunities to influence College policy. The

Student Union is an elected body of representative and

officers who come together to organise social occasions, fund

raising and charity events. The Student Union also represents

the student body on a number of College committees and

liaises with the Principal and College Governors.

You will elect your own Student Union to represent your

views.

The Arts

At least eight theatre productions are held each year in the

College’s well-equipped theatre. While most of these are

examination pieces, there is also the opportunity to take part

in student directed extra-curricular drama.

The visual arts are well-catered for with good studio space,

specialist staff and facilities for textiles, 3D, photography,

and computer-aided design work. Students’ work is always

on show throughout the College and is often displayed in

outside exhibitions and fashion shows. Practising artists and

designers are frequent visitors and life drawing is a regular

additional activity.
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Music Tuition

The College has visiting specialist tutors for guitar, piano,

strings, woodwind and percussion. Instrumental tuition is

available to all students but particularly those who possess

their own instruments or who have had lessons previously.

These lessons are charged for but at a favourable rate.

The College’s Christmas music concert has now become

a popular event both for the College community and for

students and staff alike.

Work Experience

The College aims to provide a programme of placements

related to the individual career interests of students. For

students who have had a taste of work experience in Years

10 and 11, this is a chance to build on these experiences and

plan for the future.

Placements are planned to take place in private study time

or during holidays to allow longer continuous placement. For

Level 2 students work experience forms a compulsory part of

their programme. For many careers, previous work experience

is becoming desirable or even an essential requirement. An

increasing number of students are taking up this option and

benefiting from the experience.

Teaching Practice

The College has developed strong links with many local

schools and each year a large number of students take up

extended periods of teaching practice.

For students wishing to enter the teaching profession this

is becoming an almost essential requirement for higher

education applications.

Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award

A-Levels will get you to a job or university interview, but

when the competition is tough, what makes you stand out

from the crowd and get accepted? The Award is about putting

you in situations where you can develop as a person, relate

to others and build confidence, without exams or pressure.

There are five sections: Voluntary, Skill, Sport, Expedition

and a Residential. Why not go on a Tall Ship and sail from

Liverpool to New York as a residential or you could learn to

fly at the local gliding club, or go on an expedition, four days

backpacking in wild country. Throughout the year the group

has weekend youth hostelling and camping trips, and sessions

to help you get ideas together to go and get involved in what

the world has to offer…..Have a look at www.theaward.org

for more information.

Melissa Doyle

“Work experience is part of my OCR National Travel and Tourism level 2 course.

I went to Barrow Tourist Information Centre every Thursday afternoon for three

hours, over a 10 week period. I learned customer service skills at my placement

and my supervisor never pushed me into doing anything I wasn’t comfortable

with, but I was encouraged to do new tasks. A typical afternoon involved dealing

with customer enquiries, serving customers at the TIC desk, selling bus passes

and coach holidays, checking deliveries and stocking shelves. I enjoyed work

experience because every Thursday afternoon I learnt something new and I helped

local members of the public and tourists with their enquiries.”

Kirstie O’Hanlon

“So far I have been on two work placements, Flookburgh and Grange Primary

Schools. This has given me a good insight into teaching which has helped me

to decide this is the career for me. Whilst there I got to work with children

independently in group and one to one situations and now feel more confident

about working with young children.”
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Examination

Courses Level 3
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Art and Design

Entry Requirements

A grade C or above in GCSE Art or Textiles is a normal entry

requirement.

About the course

You can specialise in Fine Art (painting and drawing;

printmaking; sculpture; alternative media), Graphic

Communication (advertising; illustration; packaging; typography;

interactive media) or Textile Design (fashion textiles; fine art

textiles; printed textiles; dyed textiles; constructed textiles).

The course has been designed to ensure that not only will your

practical artistic skills and abilities be developed, but also your

ability to reflect on your own work and the work of others. You

will produce supporting studies throughout the course, including

a journal that is part sketchbook and part diary. You will be

encouraged to experiment broadly and generate lots of ideas for

each unit.

In the first AS unit you will explore and develop your

understanding of the visual language that all artists and

designers use to express their experiences and ideas. You will

be given instruction in the wide range of media available within

the faculty, and in the resources and skills that you can use to

undertake research into related artists and designers. You will

learn how to develop a personal response to a chosen starting

point. You will record and collect relevant visual material, and

explore the work of others for inspiration, before selecting and

experimenting with appropriate materials. You will then work

through a series of ideas towards a well-considered outcome.

Work for the second unit is in response to an externally set

assignment in the form of a broad theme. You will have

approximately ten weeks for preparatory work and eight hours

to produce a final piece, following the same process as in Unit 1.

At A2 level, in the third unit you will set your own project in the

form of a visual problem to be investigated. You will initially

research a range of artists for inspiration, and from this research

you will produce a written and illustrated personal study. You

will then return to your practical work, acquiring appropriate

source material before testing and experimenting with a range

of media and ideas. Your final outcome will then be based on

the best of this development.

In the fourth and final unit you will again have a preparatory

period leading this time to a twelve hour final exam piece that

should demonstrate all that you have learnt and achieved on the

two year course.

All your work will be assessed by your tutors and moderated

externally. It may be possible to do two Art A levels, but this is

only if you know you exclusively want to pursue a career in art

and design.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Biology

Entry Requirements

It is expected that you will have passed GCSE Biology or

Science and Additional Science at the Higher Level, although

in exceptional cases, Foundation Level students may be

considered. A grade C or better in Applied Science would not

be sufficient to enable progression to AS Biology.

If you wish to study biological or medical sciences at

University, you should take AS Chemistry as well as AS Biology.

About the course

AQA A level Biology emphasises the way in which biologists

work and the contributions of biology to society. It involves

the study of a wide range of exciting topics ranging from

molecular biology to the study of ecosystems and from microorganisms

to humans. This course is designed to encourage

an enthusiasm for Biology and to develop practical skills

alongside an understanding of the subject.

The AS course establishes a sound understanding of the core

principles upon which biology is based and in this course you

will study three main topics:

• Biology and Disease, which includes how the digestive and

gas exchange systems, may be affected by communicable

and non-communicable diseases.

• The Variety of Living Organisms, which includes variation in

DNA, cells, gas exchange and transport systems.

• The practical assignment which is designed to sharpen

your investigative skills.

In the A2 course you will again study three main topics:

• Populations and environment, including human

populations, ecosystems, inheritance and energy transfers.

• Control in Cells and Organisms, including nerves, muscles,

temperature regulation, DNA, gene cloning and gene

therapy.

• The practical assignment which is where you will

investigate a different area of Biology

Biology is an excellent subject for people who want a career

in health and clinical professions, such as medicine, dentistry,

veterinary science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, or

nursing. It can lead to studying a biologically related degree

course and will support entry to Law, Finance and Teaching

courses. Biology is a very rewarding and challenging course

so will develop many of the skills essential for a successful

career.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Business Studies

Entry Requirements

There are no specific entry requirements.

About the course

You are all consumers, meaning you have a daily involvement

with the business world. Equally you are all likely to be

employees at some time in your life. Business Studies helps

you to understand the relationships between employers,

managers and employees, and between businesses and

their customers. The media constantly reports changes in

the business world, examining issues like the effects of

new technology, the reason for bankruptcies and takeovers,

the consequences of changes in taxation or exchange rates

for businesses and ethical questions such as the impact of

business operations on the environment.

Following this course will help you develop your understanding

of these issues. You will read case studies, analyse business

performance, learn how to solve problems and develop future

business strategies. You will also develop an awareness of

entrepreneurial skills and varying degrees of competition.

The course involves the topic areas of: Starting a Business,

Financial Planning, Managing a Business, Strategies for Success

and The Business Environment and Managing Change. Within

these topics you will learn about Finance, People, Operations

Management and Marketing and Competition. There may also

be the opportunity to take part in a trip to New York.

Exams include data response and case study questions, a prerelease

research task and an essay.

The course provides a good background for those applying to

Higher Education and to business careers, such as accounting,

insurance, banking, retailing, human resources, marketing and

any type of management.

Chris Kelly

“I am currently studying Law, Applied ICT, Biology, Chemistry and General Studies. The

Learning Support in College has been a huge help and helped me improve my grades and

achieve the grades I felt capable of. I am hoping to study law at university with a career in

the legal profession.”

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Chemistry

Entry Requirements

It is expected that you will have at least a grade C in GCSE

Science and GCSE Additional Science, or GCSE Chemistry, at the

higher level, although in exceptional cases foundation level

students may be considered. You should also be interested in

finding out more about chemistry. A grade C or better in GCSE

Applied Science would not normally be sufficient to enable

you to progress to an AS course in Chemistry.

About the course

Salter’s Advanced Chemistry (OCR) is a modern course in

which chemical concepts are introduced within a relevant

context. It aims to convey the excitement of contemporary

chemistry by focusing on the ways in which chemistry is used

and the work that chemists do, often at the frontiers of the

subject, as well as providing an interesting and stimulating

treatment of chemical principles.

The course is divided into thirteen teaching sections (themes),

five in AS and eight in A2. Materials from the course texts

support each theme. A Storyline text provides interesting

contexts within which the chemistry and skills are developed;

the Chemical Ideas text contains the theory in short, easy to

learn, sections; the Activities provide laboratory work and

other types of learning experiences.

The AS themes are the Elements of Life, Developing Fuels,

Elements from the Sea, the Atmosphere and the Polymer

Revolution. These are divided into two modules each

assessed by written paper taken in January or June. There is

also a coursework module called Chemistry in Practice, which

enables you to build up experimental skills, assessed by

teacher marked practical activities.

What’s in a Medicine, the Materials Revolution, the Thread

of Life, the Steel Story, Agriculture and Industry, Colour by

Design, the Oceans and Medicines by Design are the themes

in the two A2 modules, each assessed by a written paper.

The coursework module involves a four-week practical

investigation on a topic chosen by you. The analysis of

aspirin, factors affecting enzyme action, the analysis of wine

and the vitamin C content of foods are popular choices.

With a chemistry qualification you have a wide choice of

career options from medicine, pharmacy and veterinary

science to finance, law, the media, engineering, forensic

science and art restoration. You could discover a new lifesaving

drug or help solve an environmental problem.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Computing

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Applied Information and

Communication Technology

The use of computers within organisations, business, and

at home has increased greatly over the past few years. To

prepare you for modern information technology we offer you

the choice of two subjects at AS and A level, Computing and

Applied ICT.

You will work on a network of modern computers using

standard, up to date software.

Natalie Mayor

“I am currently studying Biology, Chemistry, Maths and Government and Politics,

I have focused my studies around the sciences as my future career plan is to be a

doctor so I hope to take Medicine at university. I really enjoy my subjects with my

lessons ranging from debating about a piece of legislation in Politics to dissecting

a human organ, such as the lungs, in Biology. Relationships with my teachers are

brilliant as they tend to be more like a friend you can feel comfortable talking to

about things you maybe need explaining in more detail. The atmosphere within

college is a stark contrast to that of school as it is much more relaxed as people

are genuinely there to work and try their hardest to do the best they possibly can.

During free time I often socialise with my friends in the social area chatting and

listening to music, however if I have work to do the best place to do so is in the

peaceful environment of the library where we often go.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Computing

Entry Requirements

A grade C in GCSE Mathematics and English is preferred.

In addition we would expect students following the

Computing course to also study an AS in one of the following:

Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Design & Technology.

About the course

The Computing course leads to an award from WJEC. The units

covered are:

Unit 1 (AS) You will discuss the stages in the development

of a computerised solution to a problem, including an

introduction to programming. You will study the basics of what

goes on inside a computer in order to store and manipulate

data. And you will also discuss some typical uses of computer

systems and the implications of introducing the technology.

This unit will be assessed by a written examination paper.

Unit 2 (AS) You will practise the skills required to analyse

a problem and design a possible solution. You will then

implement the solution in a high level language; finally, you

will test and document that solution. For this unit, the task is

set by the examining board.

Unit 3 (A2) You will study: the representation of data as

binary bit patterns; logical operations; data structures;

further programming techniques; the operating system; data

transmission and communication; databases; data security

and disaster planning. This unit will be assessed by a written

examination paper.

Unit 4 (A2) For this coursework unit, you investigate a real

problem of your own choice. You will conduct a detailed

analysis and design, then implement the solution in a high

level language, producing a complete package to professional

standards.

Students of either gender who wish to go onto higher

education or follow a technical career in the computer

industry, business or engineering will find this a suitable and

stimulating subject.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Applied Information and

Communication Technology

The use of computers within organisations, business, and

at home has increased greatly over the past few years. To

prepare you for modern information technology we offer you

the choice of two subjects at AS and A level, Computing and

Applied ICT.

You will work on a network of modern computers using

standard, up to date software.

Entry Requirements

A grade C in GCSE English is preferred as well as level 2 skills

in numeracy, a merit at Intermediate GNVQ ICT, or a grade C

or above at GCSE ICT (or Business Communications Systems) is

also required. Alternatively a pass in CLAIT Plus or a B in short

course GCSE ICT is acceptable.

About the course

This award suits students who prefer a more practically based

approach to ICT. Portfolio work provides the majority of the

assessment, with one externally assessed examination in the

first year. It is a student centred approach to learning, which

gives the opportunity for the student to apply their knowledge

of the application of information and communication

technology principles in a practical way. This course requires

the ability to produce quality portfolio work to tight deadlines.

The Applied ICT course leads to an award from OCR. The units

for the Applied ICT are:

Unit 1 (AS) Using ICT to communicate

You will plan, design and create 6 documents to suit a range

of purposes, technologies and communication styles, using

a variety of software packages. You will also create a report

comparing documents used in business.

Unit 2 (AS) How Organisations Use ICT

This is an examined unit in which you will investigate how

organisations are structured, how information is used and

how ICT supports businesses and offers new opportunities.

You will investigate working practices and the legislation that

affects ICT users. This exam is based on a case study and uses

materials prepared in advance.

Unit 3 (AS) ICT solutions for individuals and society

This is a research unit that will enable you to produce

a presentation based on the results of an investigation,

using spreadsheet, database and internet software. It will

enable you to develop the skills required to source data and

investigate the methods available to present and find relevant

information, based on a chosen theme.

Unit 9 (A2) Working to a brief

This unit will enable you to develop an insight into Project

Management and the skills required, using specialist software.

You will develop a report into your working practices and

how you manage a set task. The focus of this unit is set by

OCR and will give a range of options on how you develop the

theme of the unit. This will be externally moderated as a

portfolio option.

Unit 10 (A2) Numerical Modelling Using Spreadsheets

You will design and implement a spreadsheet solution to a

problem, using the skills you will have developed. This will

involve designing, creating and documenting a solution to a

problem, suitable for a real user.

Unit 12 (A2) Publishing

You will investigate, design and create a professional, cameraready

copy document of at least 10 pages to a client brief.

This will involve finding a ‘client’ and creating a brochure of

a professional standard suitable for publishing, as well as

liaising with businesses and individuals in the community.

Ben Girling

“When I left the Alfred Barrow School, I decided to go to Barrow 6th Form College

as an alternative from Furness College after studying there for two years, I

wanted to improve my English, Maths and ICT and 6th Form was able to fulfil my

requirements. My career aim is to hopefully progress to A level courses which will

enable me to secure a place on a Computer Forensics course.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Dance

Entry Requirements

GCSE Dance experience would be an advantage but is not

essential. However, some formal experience in dance is

required, as is competence in written English.

About the course

This course is designed for students from any background

(ballet, contemporary, jazz, tap, modern) who wish to study

dance in depth.

As a student of dance you will gain experience of performing,

choreographing, and analysing dance. Technique classes will

be contemporary-based but choreographic work will draw

on students’ own strengths. You should be interested in

composing and performing solo work as well as group work,

and should take every opportunity to see live professional

dance. You will be expected to keep a choreographic diary,

recording and analysing the compositional process. You will

also be given the opportunity to join Youth Dance Furness in

order to improve your performance skills. This will involve

some time out of College hours.

Practical coursework for AS Dance will be marked by the

tutor and moderated by a visiting examiner. The written

examination will be held during June of Year 1. The A2

practical and written examinations will be held during the

summer term of Year 2. The units are as follows.

AS

Unit 1 Understanding Dance 40% of AS marks

Written examination 20% of total A Level marks

Structured and essay style questions will be set on the dancer

as a performer, the choreographic process and the significance

of dances.

Unit 2 Choreography and Performance 60% of AS marks

Practical coursework 30% of total A Level marks

Section A

Students choreograph and perform a solo of two to three

minutes, in response to questions set by AQA.

Section B

Students are required to perform a piece of three – four

minutes in a duo/trio. The piece will be choreographed

collaboratively by students and teachers and may be in any

style which fulfils the performance criteria.

A2

Unit 3 Appreciation: Content and Context

25% of A Level marks

Written examination

Students answer questions on a chosen area of study within

ballet, modern or jazz dance and another on the set work.

Unit 4 Group Choreography and Solo Performance

25% of A Level marks

Section A

Students choreograph a group dance of two to three minutes,

in response to questions set by AQA.

Section B

Students perform a solo of two to three minutes, in the style

of a specific dance practitioner, linked to the area of studies

in Unit 3.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Design and Technology – Product

Design

Entry Requirements

Grade C, or above, in any Design and Technology discipline or

related subject.

About the course

Product Design is about the analysis and development of

everyday objects from Coke cans to life jackets to MP3

players. With a qualification in Product Design you could

go onto a career in Product Design, 3D Design, CAD,

Manufacturing, Design, Surveying, Engineering or direct entry

to an apprenticeship. Many students go on to complete a wide

range of technical degrees.

In class you will work with materials of your choice; from

Textiles, Graphics, Wood, Metal or Plastics. Combined with

industrial visits and a choice of design and make projects, the

course allows you to choose the context for your learning.

Your ICT skills will be developed greatly, with the use of CAD/

CAM and graphics work. Wherever possible learning takes

place through projects chosen by the student.

The course is structured as follows:

AS Module 1 – Advanced Innovation Challenge. Students

develop practical and design skills throughout the year and

sit this practical exam, design and making solutions to a

problem set by the exam board. The focus here is on hands on

modelling and designing skills.

AS Module 2 – Product Study. Students choose their own

product, with a design issue/problem, and try to solve these

issues through development, modelling and testing.

A2 Module 1 – Design, Make and Evaluate. Students are

required to produce a coursework portfolio and product which

fully demonstrates designing, making and evaluating skills,

using creativity, flair and innovation. You are free, within

reason, to design and make anything you like. It is vital

that students choose to work on a project that inspires and

interests them.

A2 Module 2 – Product Design Exam. This written exam

focuses on the ability to analyse products in respect of:

• Materials, components and their uses.

• Manufacturing processes.

• Industrial and commercial practice.

Students can opt to focus in on the one of the following study

areas, which will be studied throughout the course, being

examined at A2:

• Built Environment and Construction.

• Engineering.

• Graphic Products.

• Manufacturing.

• Resistant Materials.

• Textiles.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Drama and Theatre Studies

Entry Requirements

5 GCSE grades A-C including English Language. Although not

essential a C or above in Drama, Performing Arts or English

Literature would be an advantage.

About the course

In Drama and Theatre studies you will experience a variety

of forms and styles of Drama. This will range from exploring

the plays of William Shakespeare to more experimental forms

of modern theatre. Within Theatre Studies you will also gain

experience in taking on roles, making choices, and working

with others in a practical context.

An important focus of the AS course is bringing to life two

contrasting theatre texts. You will explore characters and

situations in practical sessions and look at staging, lighting,

sound and costume. You will write about the structure of

the plays you have studied, the context in which they were

written and performed and how they communicate story and

ideas to an audience. In the spring, as well as being involved

in a full-scale production, you will have the opportunity to

work either on a solo performance or with a partner. As well

as working as a performer you can also choose to be involved

in theatre design; including costume, lighting or sound. Your

performance will be marked by a visiting examiner. During the

year, you will be given the opportunity to see live professional

theatre at venues like the Bolton Octagon, the Royal Exchange

in Manchester and the Lyceum Theatre in Sheffield.

The A2 course will give you the opportunity to produce your

own play whilst working in a group. This will involve you

contributing ideas and working on all aspects of design. In

the summer you will take a written exam which will involve

the study of two set texts. One text will be studied from the

point of view of a director, whilst the other will ask you to

compare how the play would have been originally staged to

the staging of the play in a different time period.

Teaching currently takes place in the College’s fully equipped

theatrical workspace, complete with computerised lighting

system and powerful projection system. You will follow the

new Edexcel specification. Assessment covers practical and

written coursework, a practical examination with a visiting

examiner, and an end of course written examination.

Drama and theatre studies is recommended for all students

wishing to build a career within the performing arts. The

course will also provide an exciting way for you to build both

your confidence and your ability to work with other people in

a creative context.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

English Language

Entry Requirements

Grade C or above in GCSE English.

About the course

English language gives you the opportunity to develop your

understanding of the way language works and your abilities to

use it skilfully.

During the course you will learn to develop your practical skills

as a writer and speaker in a range of situations. You may be

asked to produce short stories, film or TV reviews, magazine

articles, advertising copy, documentary scripts, political

speeches, play scripts, sports commentaries, stand-up comedy,

etc. etc. (the list really is endless!). You will also learn how

to analyse the way other writers and speakers use language

in similarly varied ways. You may be asked to explore the

language of TV advertisements, telephone conversations, radio

presenters, newspaper headlines, magazine agony aunts, soap

operas, children’s books, etc. You will also examine some of the

issues and debates surrounding language: is there a correct way

to speak? What’s “bad” about bad language? Do men and

women use language differently?

At AS level you will be assessed by one exam and a folder of

coursework. The exam will test your ability to analyse how

other writers and speakers use language while the folder of

coursework will contain examples of your own writing and an

investigation of spoken language. Your writing at AS will be in

a fictional ‘literary’ mode such as a short story, an extract from

a novel, or a play script for stage, radio or TV. Your investigation

will explore the spoken language of the media such as

reporting, chat shows, or film dialogue.

The A2 course follows logically on from AS. It will broaden and

deepen your exploration of style and consider key issues and

debates in the study of language. Again there is one exam,

which will include analysis of written language from the past,

and a folder of coursework with opportunities for developing

your own writing skills as well as research into an aspect of

language use such as language and gender, language and

political power or language from the past. At A2 your writing

will be non fictional ‘for specific purposes’ such as Sports

writing, Newspaper reports or Magazine articles.

Lessons will involve a wide variety of teaching methods and

learning activities. You will be engaged in individual writing

and research for your coursework, and this will involve you in

one-to-one tutorials with a tutor. You will also be engaged in

discussions, workshops and presentations, working as a whole

class and in smaller groups.

Success in AS/A English language will give you access to a

wide range of careers and higher education opportunities. It is

particularly suitable if you are looking for a career in journalism,

the media or public relations, but it equally provides an

excellent basis for a wide range of careers and courses and is

highly valued by employers and universities.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

English Literature

Entry Requirements

Grade C or above in GCSE English/English Literature and a

passion for reading.

About the course

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE English Literature is a

popular course which will give you the opportunity to study

a range of pre-twentieth century and contemporary literature.

On this course, you will be encouraged to develop your

confidence as an independent reader and as a critical/creative

writer, exploring comparisons and connections between texts,

considering other readers’ interpretations and appreciating

the contexts in which texts were written. You will examine

some texts closely as well as reading more widely. You will

develop your essay writing skills and explore ways of writing

creatively. If you enjoy reading, like arguing about what things

mean and love exploring the ways those meanings are made,

this is the course for you! During the AS course, you will study

drama, poetry and prose as well as having the opportunity to

produce your own prose, poetry or drama, inspired by your

independent reading. Your lessons may involve pair work, group

presentations and class discussion. You can expect friendly

support in and outside lesson time from your literature teachers.

Texts that we currently study at AS include the Brian Friel’s

play Dancing at Lughnasa, the poetry of Eavan Boland and

Clare Pollard and the work of Thomas Hardy. In the A2 year,

you will continue to broaden and deepen your understanding

of the cultural and historical influences on writers and readers,

studying texts from different periods and genres. The A2

coursework will involve a comparative study of three texts:

the poetry of Tony Harrison, Dickens’ Great Expectations plus

another novel. You will study some pre-twentieth century

poetry, such as the Lyrical Ballads of Wordsworth and Coleridge

and you will compare a Shakespeare play with another play.

Assessment will be by way of examination (worth 30%) and

coursework (worth 20%) in each year.

A level English Literature is clearly ideal if you want to go to

university to study literature or other related subjects such as

journalism, linguistics, creative writing or media studies and it

is also a good foundation for a teaching degree. However, the

skills of analysis and expression that you develop on the course

are applicable to a wide range of university courses and careers.

Most importantly, as literature is about life, it engages your

heart as well as your mind.

Liam Carswell

“I am studying AS Maths, Further Maths, French, Law and General Studies. I don’t have a particular

career in mind, so I chose the subjects I enjoyed the most, which has worked out really well. I now

plan to study Maths at university.

The main differences between school and college are the workload and the level of independence you

are given. Teachers are less strict and the classroom is more laidback, but harder working. To access

the higher grades at this level, you need deeper subject knowledge and a great deal of time and effort.

Overall, college is an enjoyable experience.”

24

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Film Studies

Entry Requirements

As you have probably not studied film or media at any level

before, there are no special entry qualifications for the course.

However, the normal five GCSE grades A-C are required,

preferably with a grade C in English.

About the course

Film Studies is designed to give you a deeper understanding,

appreciation and enjoyment of film and cinema. You will study

film as a medium, as an art form and as an industry, not just

concentrating on modern Hollywood and its largely mainstream

product but extending horizons to take in films from different

periods and national origins as well as different forms and

styles.

The AS units are:

Unit 1 Exploring Film Form 40% of AS marks

In this unit you will explore how meaning is made, and

emotion conveyed, through the analysis of film language and

the production of creative practical work. Assessment is by

coursework.

Unit 2 British and American Film 60% of AS marks

The British Film Topics look at a range of distinctive

characteristics in British film, from production companies and

culture to genre and stars.

The US Film Comparative study unit compares two US films from

different historical eras.

The course also explores the British and American film

industries and looks at the way that films are produced and

marketed to global audiences.

Assessment is by written examination.

The A2 Units are:

Unit 3 Film Research and Creative Projects

50% of A2 marks

This unit takes appreciation of film form and response to film

texts to a sophisticated level through a small-scale research

project and an extended piece of creative practical work.

Assessment is by coursework.

Unit 4 Variety of Film Experience 50% of A2 marks

Two studies of aspects of cinema, international cinema and

spectatorship, involving two topics and a single film for close

study.

Assessment is by written examination.

Lessons will involve a variety of teaching methods and learning

activities, including pair and group work, discussion and

independent research. There will be an opportunity to write for

film and/or to produce a short film or film sequence in video

format.

You can take Film Studies in combination with or as an

alternative to Media Studies. In fact, if you intend to go to

university to study a media-related course, it is an advantage to

combine the two subjects. Film Studies also fits in with a range

of arts and humanities degree choices and offers a number of

career opportunities.

The course will appeal to you if you are a fan of popular culture

and would like to develop a critical and enquiring mind.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

French

Entry Requirements

Experience has shown that students considering French at this

level need to achieve at least a B at GCSE.

About the course

Studying French at advanced or advanced subsidiary level will

enable you to develop the 4 language skills acquired at GCSE

(listening, reading, speaking, and writing) to a considerably

higher standard; indeed, our aim is that you will become an

increasingly competent and confident communicator in French.

The course will be taught in specialist language rooms, over 5

hours per week.

The AS course will develop the language skills from the GCSE

base. We will deal with and extend topics familiar in Years 10

and 11, such as family relationships, sport and holidays, and

introduce more advanced topics such as the media, advertising,

cinema and music. The grammar essential for speaking and

writing accurate French will be introduced and thoroughly

practised.

The A2 course will further develop these language skills through

more complex topics such as contemporary social issues, the

multicultural society and the environment. Regular use will be

made of contemporary news bulletins and newspaper bulletins,

readily available via classroom internet access.

You will experience a variety of approaches to acquiring

linguistic competence, and will need to develop considerable

autonomy in your own learning. You will be expected to make

regular use of the self-study facilities available, including

audio and video work, film and reading library, and IT facilities,

including CD ROM, internet and Moodle, the college’s Virtual

Learning Environment. To enhance your fluency, class activities

will invariably be conducted in French. One-to-one speaking

practice will be available with a French native speaker. The

opportunity for a prolonged stay in France may be provided via

a study visit to Paris in Year 2.

It is envisaged that you will work towards the AQA AS/A level

qualification. The composition of the 4 units of assessment is as

follows:

Unit 1 (AS) Listening, reading and writing (2 hours)

Unit 2 (AS) Speaking (15 minutes)

Unit 3 (A2) Listening, reading and writing (2 1/2 hours)

Unit 4 (A2) Speaking (15 minutes).

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Geography

Entry requirements

Students would be expected to have achieved a grade C at GCSE

geography.

About the course

The geography course follows the AQA specification. In the first

year you will be studying:-

• Rivers, floods and management

• Cold environments

• Global population change

• Health issues

These topics will be assessed by two exam papers in June.

The A2 course, in the second year will study three topics:-

• Weather and climate and associated hazards

• Challenges facing ecosystems

• World Cities

This will be assessed by two exams in June.

In addition there is a piece of coursework, which will be started

at the end of the first year, after the exams, and completed by

Christmas of year two. The coursework can be on any suitable

topic from the course and everyone will be working on a

different topic area. This gives you an opportunity to get to

grips with something that really interests you.

Residential fieldtrips are an important element of the course.

During the first year we will visit Borrowdale, for three days, to

study rivers and glaciation. This trip also prepares you for some

of the techniques you will need for your coursework. There will

also be a residential fieldtrip to an urban area in the second

year. We keep fieldtrips cheap so that everyone can come and

they are the highlight of the year. In addition you will have the

opportunity to take part in a geography expedition which could

be to anywhere in the world. So far we have visited the French

Alps, Borneo, Thailand, Tanzania and Morocco.

If you enjoyed geography at GCSE you are likely to enjoy it

at A-level. It will also appeal to you if you are interested in

current affairs and wonder how your actions affect the world

around you. During the course you will develop a wide range

of skills. Because these skills are very transferable geographers

are very employable. Increasingly, students go on to use their

geographical skills in their careers, as the environment, tourism

and planning become more important.

Sophie Thurner

“I’m Sophie Thurner and I’m from Munich in Germany. I came to Barrow 6th Form College last year and

so far I’ve had a great time. Everybody is friendly and you can meet lots of different kinds of people.

I’m doing Politics, Business Studies, Geography and History and I find these subjects really interesting.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Geology

Entry Requirements

There are no special requirements beyond the normal 5 GCSE

grades A-C.

About the course

Geology is a new subject to most students. However it involves

many areas of study which will be familiar to you. For example,

you may already have studied rivers, glaciers or volcanoes in

geography and earthquakes, plate tectonics, evolution, crystal

growth or rock types in science. Geology combines all these

areas in what is often called Earth Science. The subject is

distinctive in that it studies how different rocks are formed

and how they may be identified. Practical work is important

and includes map work, identification of specimens and about

nine days fieldwork when you will visit many of the famous

geological localities in Cumbria.

20% of the marks are for Practical Skills. This involves

undertaking tasks involving practical work and / or fieldwork in

controlled conditions.

Fieldwork is essential to geology and you will have numerous

opportunities to visit locations within Cumbria, which is one

of the classical areas of British geology. In the second year

you will have the option to travel further a field and visit an

internationally renowned geological location.

Geology has strong links with geography and science. Although

it is best studied along with other science A levels, in the past

students have studied geology with a variety of other subjects.

No previous knowledge of sciences is assumed. Each year some

students progress to degree courses in geology, applied geology

or related disciplines.

If you intend to study geology or earth sciences at university

you should choose at least two of your advanced level subjects

from geology, mathematics, physics, chemistry, and biology.

You will follow the OCR specification. The units are as follows:

Unit 1 (AS) Global Tectonics, examined in January of year 1. You

will learn about the composition of the Earth’s crust, mantle and

core, earthquakes, continental drift and plate tectonics.

Unit 2 (AS) Rocks – Processes and Products, examined in June

of year 1. In this unit you will study the formation of igneous,

sedimentary and metamorphic rocks. You will learn how to

identify rocks and minerals.

Unit 3 (AS) Practical Skills in Geology. This involves a centrebased

or fieldwork task plus an evaluative task.

Unit 4 (A2) Environmental Geology, examined in January

of year 2. This unit covers water supply, energy resources,

metal deposits, building materials and the geology of civil

engineering.

Unit 5 (A2) Evolution of Life, Earth and Climate, examined in

June of year 2. You will undertake a detailed study of the major

groups of invertebrate fossils, evolution and extinction, ecology

and the use of fossils in dating.

Unit 6 (A2) Practical Skills in Geology 2. As in AS, this involves

a centre-based or fieldwork task plus an evaluative task.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

General Studies

Entry Requirements

As it is a compulsory subject for all AS students the normal

entry requirements for undertaking an AS programme of study

are required.

About the course

In this course, students are encouraged to develop a greater

awareness of a wide range of contemporary issues and to think

constructively about significant problems. General Studies will

help you to look at both sides of an issue, present a balanced

argument and express your ideas clearly and logically. As these

are all transferable skills, General Studies will reinforce and

complement your specialist studies in other subject areas. It

will be a compulsory subject to AS level, after which it will

become optional.

While the AS part of the course deals with the major themes of

Conflict and Space, the A2 part deals with Power and Change.

The themes will be tackled through the following five areas of

study: science and technology; society and politics; arts and

media; business and industry; beliefs and values. In the theme

of Conflict, for example, we will consider issues such as sports

and games as a channel for aggression, the role of advertising,

the factors that divide society and whether technology causes

as many problems as it solves.

In the AS course, you will be taught for one hour per week,

usually by your Group Tutor, and will be set short tasks to be

done out of class to give you practice in the type of questions

you will face in the AS tests. Students continuing with A2 will

also receive one hour’s tuition per week and work done outside

class will similarly prepare you specifically for the A2 exams.

At the successful completion of the AS or A Level course, you

will gain a GCE qualification in General Studies (Specification B),

awarded by AQA.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

German

Entry Requirements

Experience has shown that students considering German at this

level should achieve at least a B at GCSE.

About the course

Studying German at advanced or advanced subsidiary level

will enable you to develop the 4 language skills acquired

at GCSE (listening, reading, speaking, and writing) to a

considerably higher standard. Indeed, our aim is that you will

become a competent and confident communicator in German,

and knowledgeable about contemporary Germany, Austria

and Switzerland. Learning German can also enhance your

employment prospects, facilitate foreign travel and prepare you

for studying the language at university, if you so wish.

The AS course will be taught in specialist language rooms over 5

hours per week. While developing your language skills, we will

deal with and extend topics familiar in Years 10 and 11, such

as daily life, sport and holidays, and introduce more advanced

topics such as the media, advertising and human interest news

items. The grammar essential for speaking and writing accurate

German will be introduced and thoroughly practised.

The A2 course will further develop the language skills through

more complex contemporary issues such as social issues, politics

and the environment. You will also study two cultural topics.

You will experience a variety of approaches to acquiring

linguistic competence, and you will be expected to work

independently at times. You will make regular use of the

self-study facilities available, including audio and video work,

film and reading library, and IT facilities, including CD ROM and

Internet. To enhance your fluency, class activities will invariably

be conducted in German. You will also have the opportunity to

visit Germany through a study visit to Berlin.

The AS and the A2 assessments will each consist of two

examinations, which are as follows:

Unit 1 (AS) Listening, Reading and Writing (2 hours)

Unit 2 (AS) Speaking (15 minutes)

Unit 3 (A2) Listening, Reading and Writing (2 hours 30 minutes)

Unit 4 (A2) Speaking (15 minutes)

Lloyd Eastham

Lloyd came to Sixth Form in 2007 from the Alfred Barrow School. He is about to complete 4 A

Levels in Law, Sport, Sociology and General Studies. He decided to come to college as he saw

higher education as providing more opportunities for employment. Lloyds ambition is to become

a sports teacher and he is about to take up a place at the University of Cumbria to study Sport.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Government and Politics

Entry Requirements

There are no special requirements beyond the normal 5 GCSE

grades A-C.

About the course

In the AS course you will study two different topics: People

and Politics and Governing the UK. Here, students will have

opportunity to discuss the concepts of democracy, power and

authority and the impact of the electoral system of the UK.

Students will explore the Pressure Group movement and the

ideology and workings of Political Parties.

The A2 course also has two units and comprises of Ideologies

and Global Politics. Here, students can study the ideas and

influences behind the political parties and systems in the UK.

Liberalism, Socialism and Anarchism will all be explored in their

impact on modern day Britain. Global issues such as Terrorism

and Poverty and how they infringe on Human Rights should also

prove interesting to many students.

In this subject students will be able to debate current affairs

and issues affecting the political systems of the respective

countries and their electorate. Such issues might include:

• Iraq

• War on terror

• Animal Welfare

• Third World Poverty

• Why Politics matters to young people

Students will have the opportunity to formalise such debates

in the National Youth Parliament Competition where they

will debate an issue of their choice and carry out a ‘mock’

parliamentary debate. The competition is judged by a selection

of MPs.

There is no coursework in Government and Politics. In the first

year you will take two exams one in January and one in the

summer examination period. In the second year it is the same

format, one in January and the other in June.

As a result of studying Government and Politics you will

develop a critical awareness of the nature of politics and gain

knowledge and understanding of the political system of the UK

and detailed knowledge of political institutions and figureheads.

You will be able to communicate relevant, clear and coherent

arguments.

This course will appeal to you if you enjoy debating current

affairs and politics generally, and doing a subject that affects

your everyday life. You are likely to take an interest in current

affairs and keep your career options open.

You will have two teachers for the first part of the course.

As you would expect there is much emphasis on discussion.

Lessons tend to be active and you will undertake a variety of

activities including role-play, pair and group work and individual

research. You will be able to develop your ICT skills and make

considerable use of the internet. Students have the opportunity

to visit the European Parliament in Strasbourg, a visit to the

London and the Houses of Parliament and in your second year a

trip to Washington D.C. USA.

Politics students will also be encouraged to contribute to the

college newspaper and undertake work experience with the

local MP at their constituency office and at Barrow Town Hall;

experiencing the workings of local government.

Politics students also have the opportunity to visit Politics

departments of various Universities in the North of England.

Politics is a lively and stimulating subject. You will develop your

skills of argument and discussion and increase your knowledge

of the world around us.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE in

Health and Social Care

Entry Requirements

Five GCSEs at grade C or above.

About the course

The Single A level in Health and Social Care is a two year course.

In Year 1 you will study three AS (Advanced Subsidiary) units

to gain an AS in Health and Social Care. The first two units you

will do are coursework based and the final unit is assessed

through an exam. In Year 2 you will study three A2 units

to gain an A level in Health and Social Care. Again the first

two units are coursework based and the final unit is assessed

through an exam.

The AS course focuses on the needs of people requiring

care and/or support from health, social care or early-years

services. Aspects covered in the AS units include: rights

and responsibilities; communication in care settings; factors

affecting health and well-being. The A2 course focuses on

the organisations and professionals that provide health, social

care and early-years services. Aspects covered in the A2 units

include: the provision of services; roles of care practitioners;

child development; human behaviour and mental health.

This qualification has a vocational focus and therefore you will

be actively encouraged to do some work experience with a

health, social care or early-years organisation as part of this

course, for example Year 1 students will have the opportunity

to undertake a 5-day placement towards the end of the

summer term. Year 2 students will also have the opportunity to

undertake a second work placement.

Studying Health and Social Care to AS and/or A level will help

you to gain a good knowledge and understanding of the work

of health, social care and early years organisations; develop

skills that will enable you to make an effective contribution to

the work of care organisations, e.g. skills in research, evaluation

and problem-solving; prepare for further study and/or training.

A qualification in A level Health and Social Care can help you

gain entry onto many different higher education courses,

such as diploma and degree courses in: health studies; health

and social care; nursing (adult, children and mental health

nursing); midwifery, social work; teaching (nursery, primary

and secondary teaching); child development; youth and

community work; counselling; physiotherapy; occupational

therapy; dietetics. Alternatively you can also use these A level

qualifications to progress onto further training for employment

in areas such as early years work, residential care, health care

and community work.

Claire Prosser

“I am studying AS Health and Social Care, Psychology, Film Studies and English Language. After

College I am thinking about going to University but am not sure what course to take. I think

Sixth Form gives you more freedom and independence but the tutors are still willing to help.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

History

Entry requirements

Students wishing to study History at A Level will certainly

benefit from having grade B in the subject at GCSE (or grade B

in English). If you have not had the opportunity to study GCSE

History then this does NOT prevent you from joining the subject

at A Level although we would expect you to have a grade ‘B’ in

your GCSE English.

About the course

The History course will follow the OCR specification.

• Which male leader of a rebel state was arrested wearing a

woman’s dress?

• Who said “I go from a corruptible to an incorruptible Crown,

where no disturbance can be” and then had his head

chopped off?

• Where and when did Jacob’s Cream Cracker factory become

a venue for rebellion against the British Empire?

• Who considered the English to be ‘a nation of shopkeepers’?

• Who were the Vietcong, and how did they defeat a

superpower?

All these questions and many more will be answered in the

new History A Level offered in College from September 2008.

This single qualification will give you the opportunity to study

broad periods and topics of History based around the key theme

of Rebellions and Civil Struggle.

‘A little rebellion now and then is a good thing’.

Thomas Jefferson - 1787

Themes will include –

• AS - The English Civil War

• AS - The USA – Expansion West, Civil War and Reconstruction

• A2 - Britain and Ireland 1798-1921

• A2 - Coursework – Napoleon, Vietnam War, Gladstone and

Disraeli

There will be opportunities for you to investigate a broad range

of themes, countries and individuals. Lessons will be exciting

opportunities to explore and discuss issues of conflict within

established states and struggles for independence against

empires and crowns. You will be introduced to a wide range of

fascinating individuals –

• Oliver Cromwell – wanted to be painted ‘warts and all’

• Carlo Fantom – no interest in Kings, only ‘handsome English

woemen’

• Constance Markiewicz - Polish name, Irish rebel

• Robert E Lee and Ulysses S Grant – US Civil War generals

• Abraham Lincoln – US President, assassinated

• Dredd Scott – free born American or slave?

• Ho Chi Minh – leader of the Vietcong guerrillas

• Elizabeth O’Farell – nurse and revolutionary

• Stonewall Jackson – Confederate general, shot by his own

side

• Studying this new course will give you a broad perspective

in aspects of British, American, Irish and some European

History.

• The course will help you to develop your historical and

transferable skills such as research, critical evaluation,

historical investigation and document appraisal.

• The course will complement skills that you will be

developing in other Humanities subjects such as Law,

Government and Politics, Geography, RS and Sociology yet

will provide you with an interesting and varied balance

should you choose to combine the subject with a mostly

science based programme (where you will also find many

of the skills developed in History transferable to the written

aspects of studying sciences).

• The course will give you the opportunity to take part in

visits linked to the English Civil War in Year 1 and will also

offer you the opportunity to visit Strasbourg, in France. In

Year 2, for those students with a specific interest in Irish

history there will be an opportunity to visit Dublin and ‘Walk

the Revolution’.

Mark Booker

“I liked Barrow 6th Form from the start because I thought it was friendly, welcoming

and everyone was very helpful. It’s more relaxing than secondary school as there are

less rules and no uniform. The lessons aren’t bad either, you study 4 subjects in the

first year and the work load is relatively easy to cope with if you are organised.

I am taking Maths, Law, History and Art. At the start I thought the lessons were quite

hard but after a couple of weeks I settled in and the work was much easier, if you are

struggling then there is always support classes to help so you never have problems.

Although the days are longer than secondary school you have lots of periods off

which breaks the days down into easier ones. I would encourage people to come and

recommend Barrow 6th Form because there is something here for everyone.”

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Law

Entry Requirements

There are no special requirements beyond the normal 5 GCSE

grades A –C.

About the course

The law course follows the AQA specification. The units are as

follows:

Unit 1 (AS)

Law Making and the Legal System inc: those who work in the

system like magistrates, juries, barristers, solicitors and judges.

Also how the law is made in this country eg by Parliament, judges,

local authorities etc.

Unit 2 (AS)

Concepts of Liability. This involves studying two types of liability;

criminal and civil. Criminal involves investigating all the different

assault crimes eg assault & battery, actual bodily harm, grievous

bodily harm. Civil liability looks at negligence; especially where it

leads to physical injury. As well as this it looks at how a defendant

is dealt with in the criminal justice system and how you sue the

council, for example, if you fall over due to a hole in the pavement.

Unit 3 (A2)

Criminal Law inc; murder, manslaughter, provocation, diminished

responsibility, attempts, strict liability, non fatal offences against

the person, self defence, duress, intoxication and insanity.

Unit 4 (A2)

Criminal Law and Concepts of Law incs: a detailed look at the law

on theft, robbery, burglary, fraud, making off without payment

and criminal damage. As well as this students have to investigate

the links between criminal law and ideas of fault, justice, judicial

creativity, morality and how we balance conflicting interests.

In the first and second years you will take one exam in January and

one exam in June. There is no coursework.

This course will appeal to you if you have an interest in current

affairs and if you like doing a subject that affects your everyday

life. It enables you to develop your language and communication

skills through discussion and essay writing; if you enjoy problem

solving law is for you. Successful students are likely to have a

good memory and are able to retain factual information.

You will be taught by two tutors for the whole of your course.

As you would expect with a subject like law, there is a lot of

discussion work. You will also have the opportunity to develop

your ICT skills and carry out research using the internet. You will

undertake a variety of activities in lessons including problem

solving, essay planning, pair work and group activities. There

is also the opportunity to visit local courts and in most years we

have been able to organise a visit to the European Parliament in

Strasbourg as well as a visit to our Parliament at Westminster. You

will also have the opportunity to listen to speakers from the legal

profession who we invite into college on a regular basis.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Mathematics

Entry Requirements

Students wishing to study the above courses are expected to have

at least a grade B in GCSE Mathematics.

About the course

As well as being a subject in its own right, Mathematics

complements and supports the majority of other subjects offered in

college.

The AS and A level (AS and A2) courses are based on the AQA

Mathematics specification.

The AS Mathematics course develops many of the topics met in

GCSE Mathematics as well as introducing new ideas. The course

consists of three units, two pure mathematics units and an applied

unit in decision maths. A2 Mathematics consists of a further two

pure units and an applied unit in either mechanics or statistics.

Graphical calculators and computers are used on both of these

courses to enhance understanding and learning.

As well as timetabled lessons there is an extensive system of help

and support available which students find invaluable.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Further Mathematics

Entry Requirements

It is expected that students following this course have a grade A

or B at GCSE.

About the course

Further Mathematics courses provide students who have an

aptitude for Mathematics with the opportunity to study for

additional AS or A level qualifications. Further Mathematics

must be studied alongside A level Mathematics.

The courses are useful if you wish to specialise in Mathematics,

Physics, Engineering or related subjects at University.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Use of Mathematics/ Advanced Free

Standing Mathematics Qualifications

(FSMQs)

Entry Requirements

It is expected that students following these courses have at

least a grade C at GCSE Mathematics (Foundation or Higher).

About the courses

These courses are designed for students who want to continue

to study Mathematics but want to follow a more applied course.

They support subjects such as Physics, Biology, Psychology and

Geography. You learn how to apply mathematical techniques

and interpret the results, often using graphical calculators and

computers.

The course consists of three units, a compulsory algebra unit, a

data analysis unit and a decision mathematics unit. A2 Use of

Mathematics consists of a calculus unit, a coursework unit and a

mathematical comprehension unit.

The first year units can also be taken as separate FSMQ

qualifications.

Emma Cleasby

“I am a first year

student studying

Maths, French, English

Literature and History.

Sixth Form has given

me the opportunity

to explore in depth

the subjects I love.

The tutors are very

supportive and

always ensure that

the class understands

the work. One

of the main

differences between school and Sixth Form is that you

are encouraged to express your ideas in lesson and be

self motivated. The lessons are interesting and tutors

are very dedicated to helping you succeed and enjoy

your time at Sixth Form. The nature of your timetable

means that you will meet many new people from many

different schools who have similar interests to you. I

met many new friends in my first month at Sixth Form as

everyone is open and there is a very friendly, supportive

atmosphere in college. Sixth Form was definitely the

right choice for me as I have gained more confidence and

believe that Sixth Form will provide me with skills for a

successful future.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Media Studies

Entry Requirements

As you may not have studied media at any level before, there

are no special entry qualifications for the course. However, the

normal five GCSE grades A - C are required, preferably with a

grade C in English.

About the course

Media Studies is a popular A level which will provide you with

an opportunity to study many different aspects of the modern

media as well as to produce your own media work.

The AS course introduces you to the basics of media texts,

concepts and contexts. It allows you to develop an ability to

interpret a media text as well as to study a broad, cross-media

topic like broadcast or film fiction, documentary, lifestyle,

music, news or sport. Also, it gives you the chance to research,

plan, produce and evaluate two examples of products typical of

the modern broadcasting, web-based or print media either on

your own or as part of a small production group.

There are two examinations, one assessed by written

examination and the other by coursework. Each examination is

worth 50% of the AS mark (25% of the A level mark).

The A2 course allows you to deepen your understanding of the

media, drawing in some media theory and discussing modern

media issues and debates. One module will mainly involve

you in studying two pre-set topic areas – representations in

the media and the impact of new/digital media – whilst the

second module will require you to build on your skills from AS

study by investigating a media text/theme in some depth as

well as producing a linked production piece which will reflect

your research in a creative way.

Again, there are two examinations, one assessed by written

examination and one by coursework. The first will test your

understanding of media concepts, wider contexts, media issues

and debates, stimulated by an unseen text; also, the two preset

topic areas. The second will assess your skills of research

and production through the critical investigation and related

production piece. Each examination is worth 50% of the A2

mark (25% of the total A level mark).

Lessons will involve a variety of teaching methods and learning

activities, including pair and group work, discussion and

individual research. Teaching of the theoretical topics will be

followed by opportunities to put such theory into practice.

The course provides a sound basis for further work in a

media related area, whether academic or vocational. At the

same time it will give you access to a wide range of careers

and other higher education opportunities, whatever the

field. Knowledge of the media is increasingly valued and is

becoming an important aspect of work in most institutions in

an information society.

Devon Skyrme

“I am studying Biology and Media

Studies at Sixth Form, as well

as the new Society, Health and

Development Diploma. I enjoy

the amount of work experience

involved for the Diploma. I think

this will help me to get into

University, where I want to train to

become a midwife. I enjoy being

more independent at Sixth Form

and my tutors are really helpful.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Music

Entry Requirements

Ideally you should have gained at least a grade B at GCSE music

before starting the course. Your higher performance level on

your main instrument/voice should be Grade 5 Associated

Board standard or higher. It is essential that you can read music

fluently in at least one clef. There are many opportunities

to follow your own musical interests but you must have a

willingness to learn and enjoy music of all styles. 40% of this

examination is based on traditional analysis of Classical music.

About the course

Advanced Level music continues along the lines of GCSE music

with its three elements of listening, composing and performing.

The AS units are as follows:

Unit 1: Performing (30% AS 15% A2)

In this unit you will develop your skills as a musical performer

and you will record six minutes of solo performances for your

assessment. You have a completely free choice of music in this

unit but pieces are expected to be at least Grade 5 standard.

Unit 2: Composing (30% AS 15% A2)

In this unit you will develop your composition skills and will be

assessed on a three minute composition written as a controlled

test (fifteen hours) in response to a given brief. You will

also write a CD sleeve note to describe aspects of your final

composition and how other pieces of music have influenced it.

Unit 3: Developing musical understanding (40% AS 20% A2)

This unit focuses on listening to pieces of music and

understanding how they work. In the first two sections you will

study set compositions and answer questions on them. In the

third question you will harmonise a melody in the style of Bach

and analyse a score of unfamiliar music by answering questions

on keys, chords, cadences, modulations and non-harmonic notes.

The A2 units are as follows:

Unit 4: Extended Performances (15% A2)

In this unit you will extend your performance skills by producing

a 12 – 15 minute balanced programme of music which is

recorded and assessed. Pieces should be at Grade 6 standard

or higher and you will be assessed on your ability to produce

a balanced programme of music as well as your technical

performance ability and interpretation skills.

Unit 5: Composition and Technical Study (15% A2)

This unit has two sections: Composition and Technical Study. The

composition section further develops your composition skills,

leading to the creation of a final three-minute piece from a

chosen brief. The Technical Study involves two compositions

completed in the style of a particular composer or musical

period.

Unit 6: Further Musical Understanding (15% A2)

This unit involves listening to music, familiar and unfamiliar, and

understanding how it works. Questions and listening exercises

are based around two compulsory areas of study.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Physics

Entry Requirements

It is expected that you will have achieved a B in GCSE Science

and Additional Science or Physics GCSE and a grade C or above

in Maths. In exceptional cases, foundation level students may be

considered. A grade C or better in GCSE Applied Science would

not normally be sufficient to enable a student to progress to AS

courses in Physics.

About the course

Physics is a fascinating and amazing tool; it provides explanations

for almost all that is around us in our world and in world beyond.

The fundamental ideas of physics – matter, force and energy

– are the basis of all other sciences and most of our modern

technologies.

The AQA Physics A AS physics course and the A2 physics course

both contain 3 units, one of which is an assessment of practical

skills.

The theory modules are:

PHYA1 Particles, Quantum Phenomena and Electricity

Through the study of the topics in PHY1A you will gain an

awareness of the on-going development of new ideas in physics

and of the application of in-depth knowledge of well established

topics such as electricity.

PHYA2 Mechanics, Materials and Waves

This develops the more established topics introduced at GCSE

Science which will be familiar to you such as forces and motion.

After studying these modules you should be able to answer

questions such as ‘what is a hadron, how do fluorescent lights

work and why do we need a turntable in a microwave oven?’

The AQA A2 Physics A course also consists of two theory modules.

PHY4A Fields and Further Mechanics

This includes topics such as momentum, circular motion,

gravitation, electric and magnetic fields.

PHY5A Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an Optional Topic

This looks at the characteristics of the nucleus, how energy is

obtained from the nucleus and thermal properties of materials.

The optional topic will be chosen from Astrophysics and Medical

Physics. In Astrophysics fundamental physical principles are

applied to the study and interpretation of the Universe. You

will gain deeper insight into the behaviour of objects at great

distances from Earth such as black holes and quasars and

discover the ways in which information from these objects can

be gathered. The Medical Physics option offers an opportunity

for those of you with an interest in biological and medical topics

to study some of the applications of physical principles and

techniques in medicine. This includes the physics of the eye and

ear and imaging techniques such as X-ray and MRI.

Physics does use basic mathematical skills which is why you are

strongly advised to study AS maths in addition to AS physics.

However there are maths support lessons (see section on AS Use

of Mathematics) for those not studying AS maths. 35
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Psychology

Entry Requirements

GCSE English at grade C or above

And either GCSE Additional Science Grade C or above on the

higher paper or GCSE Maths at grade C or above.

About the course

You will follow the OCR specification.

In this course you will study many aspects of human behaviour

and learn how psychologists attempt to understand and explain

behaviour. You will look at a wide range of psychological

investigations and theories.

We are all amateur psychologists, constantly trying to

explain behaviour we see around us. In everyday life we

use common sense to do this, but at advanced level a more

scientific approach is used. You are introduced to psychological

approaches to research and have the opportunity to carry out

several small investigations.

AS Psychology

Unit 1 - Psychological Investigations (AS)

We consider the main four techniques used to collecting and

analysing data. These are:

• Self-report

• Experiment

• Observation

• Correlation

We will carry out practical studies using these techniques,

identify their strengths and weaknesses, and consider the

reliability and validity of the measurements collected.

Unit 2 – Core Studies (AS)

In this unit, we will study 15 important studies in detail.

These include:

• The relation of eye movements during sleep to dream

activity.

• The communication skills of a pygmy chimpanzee using a

concept keyboard.

• Analysing why a child of five developed a phobia about

horses.

• Under certain circumstances, why we obey orders to harm

another person.

• Thinking processes and fruit machine gambling.

Unit 3 - Options in Applied Psychology

In this section, we will study 2 areas:

Forensic Psychology

• Some of the influences that psychologists have used to

explain criminal behaviour

• The investigative process – interviewing witnesses and

suspects, creating a profile

• Behaviour in the courtroom

• How psychology can inform the penal system –

imprisonment, alternatives to imprisonment, treatment

programmes

Health and Clinical Psychology

• Factors that influence our healthy lifestyles

• Stress – causes, methods of assessing stress and techniques

for managing stress

• Dysfunctional behaviour

• Psychological disorders and treatments

Unit 4 – Approaches and Research Methods in Psychology

This brings together the approaches, perspectives, methods,

issues and debates covered throughout the course.

There will be 2 written exams in AS and 2 written exams in A2.

Lyndsey Freeman

“I am currently studying English Language, French, Geography and Psychology and

hope to go on to study Modern Languages at University. I think Sixth Form is different

from school because it is more relaxed and you gain more independence. It is

because of this that I believe I made the right choice in coming here.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Religious Studies

Entry Requirements

There are no special requirements beyond the normal 5 GCSE

grades A-C.

About the course

The AQA Religious Studies Specification followed offers an

academic approach to the study of religion and is accessible to

candidates of any religious persuasion or none.

This course encourages candidates to:

• develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, a rigorous

study of religion and its relation to the wider world.

• treat the subject as an academic discipline by developing

knowledge, understanding and skills appropriate to a

specialist study of religion

• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the

study of religion

• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and

attitudes in the light of their learning.

The AS modules introduce key concepts and terminology, relating

to significant people, traditions, major issues, and other aspects

of human experience. Students will be expected to demonstrate

maturity of thought, expression and analytical skills, making

connections between topics, sustaining arguments reflecting the

complexities of issues.

The modules outlined here are intended as guidance and may be

subject to considerable change, particularly units 2 and 3.

Unit 1 (AS) Religion, Philosophy and Science

An introduction to religion, philosophy and science, covering

such issues as Miracles, Creation, The Design Argument and

Quantum mechanics and a religious world view. Are science and

religion in conflict, complementary or irrelevant to each other?

Unit 2 (AS) Philosophy of Religion

Four topics are studied within this module:

The Cosmological Argument for the existence of God, Religious

Experience, including mysticism, visions and conversion;

Psychology and Religion, Freud and Jung; and Atheism and

Postmodernism.

Unit 3 (A2) Philosophy of Religion

Four topics are studied including:

The Ontological Argument for the existence of God; Religious

language; Body, Soul and personal identity; and The Problem of

Evil.

Unit 4 (A2) Life, Death and Beyond

This unit looks at the religious and secular perspectives on the

nature and value of human life; eschatological and apocalyptic

teaching and attitudes; religious and secular ideas about the

importance of the present life and life after death and beliefs

about death and beyond.

A GCSE in religious studies is not essential but a positive,

enquiring, empathetic approach is essential.

Joshua Llewellyn

“Since coming to Sixth Form I’ve really

enjoyed it, I’ve made lots of new friends

and all the teachers are brilliant, they

give you support whenever you need

it. I’m currently studying Law, Religious

Studies, Geography and Biology I find

them all really interesting and enjoyable.”
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Sociology

Entry requirements

Normal college requirements for advanced level study. A grade

C or better in GCSE English Language is preferred.

About the course

You will follow the AQA specification.

We are all members of rapidly changing societies and our lives

are affected by the rules, values and institutions of society. In

this course you will study the different ways of understanding

societies and social change. You are introduced to a range of

topics and debates where a wide variety of teaching methods

and learning experiences will give you the ability to look beyond

taken for granted explanations. A lively interest in current affairs

and the ability to discuss competing theories is central to the

learning process.

In the first year 3 major topic areas will be studied for the AS. In

the first, families and households, where you will consider the

nature and extent of changes in both the structure of families

and patterns of marriage including gender roles and the status

of children. In the second, education, its role and impact along

with differences in achievement between social groups will

be explored. A critical understanding of the methods used by

sociologists will be taught in the methods section.

In the second year a further range of topics will be studied

for the A2 element. These include systems of belief, including

religion, different explanations of crime and deviance and the

study of suicide. A more in-depth investigation of theoretical,

practical and ethical considerations influencing sociological

research will be considered.

Assessment will be by examination and is likely to include data

response and essay style format. Exams will be the end of the

first year and in January/June of Year Two.

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Spanish

Entry Requirements

The course is suitable for students who have studied Spanish

before and those who have not.

About the course

This course will incorporate 3 levels of attainment: GCSE, advanced

subsidiary and advanced level in Spanish. Students themselves

will determine the level to which they continue; in most cases

GCSE will be completed within the first year of the course, AS and

A within the second year.

Our aim is that at the end of the course, taught in specialist

language rooms over 5 hours per week, students will be able to

communicate effectively in Spanish, as well as be knowledgeable

about Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries. You should

expect from the outset of the course that class activities will be

conducted in Spanish, initially at a level suitable for beginners!

For details on the GCSE component see separate entry.

The AS course will build on the four language skills (listening,

reading, speaking, writing) acquired at GCSE Level. The areas

of experience will be extended in topics such as family and

relationships, jobs and careers; more advanced issues such as

the mass media or human interest issues will be introduced.

Emphasis will also be placed on mastering the grammar necessary

for speaking and writing Spanish accurately.

The A2 course will further develop the language skills through

more complex contemporary topics such as social issues, politics

and the environment.

Assessment will be as follows:

(AS) Speaking (15 minutes).

(AS) Listening, reading and writing (2¼ hours).

(A2) Speaking and reading (15 minutes).

(A2) Reading, listening and writing (2¾ hours).

Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Sport and Physical Education

Entry requirements

It is advantageous, but not essential, to have studied GCSE P.E.

in order to take the AS or Advanced course. You should have

ideally achieved a minimum of a Grade C (at higher level) in

Science or equivalent because there is a substantial amount

of Biology, some Chemistry, and some Physics (Biomechanics)

in both the AS and A2 years. It is important that you have a

willingness to participate in practical activities as they are

often used to test theories. 60% of the grade is from an exam

covering both the scientific and socio-cultural elements of sport

and physical education, whilst 20% is from your practical ability

and twenty percent from your ability to coach or officiate.

About the course

You will follow the AQA Specification.

The AS course covers the following major topic areas:

Unit 1 (PHED1) – Opportunities for and the effects of leading a

healthy and active lifestyle.

This includes applied exercise physiology. This includes areas

such as nutrition, cardiac and pulmonary function, transport of

blood gases and analysis of movement. There is also a skill

acquisition section which includes information processing,

learning theories and strategies, motivation, teaching and

coaching skills. Finally there is a social, historical and cultural

element, which covers aspects such as discrimination, fair play,

the PE curriculum (past and present) and government strategies.

This is assessed with a 2 hour exam in June.

Unit 2 (PHED2) – the coursework component involves the

student taking on two roles within sport. This can be as a

practical performer, official or coach. They are expected to

demonstrate application of the theoretical knowledge for

effective performance.

The A2 course covers the following areas:

Unit 3 (PHED3) - This is split into applied physiological,

psychological and contemporary aspects that optimise

performance. Physiology will include topics such as energy

systems, specialised training methods, muscles and sports

supplements.

Sports psychology will include aspects such as aggression,

confidence, leadership and group dynamics. The contemporary

element will involve areas including funding and structures for

developing the elite performer, sports law, sponsorship and

issues such as performance enhancing drugs.

There is a 2 hour written exam in June.

Unit 4 (PHED4) - optimising performance in a competitive

situation. This is the coursework element and will include a

student’s practical performance, coaching, observation, analysis

and application of knowledge to optimise performance.

This course will appeal to you if you are interested in sport

and physical activity across a wide range of areas; and you

enjoy learning scientific theory, taking part in debate, and

some physical participation. It will also be of interest if you are

willing to look at other sporting activities beyond your own

chosen activity and if you want to add a subject which has a

combination of Science and Humanities.

You will undertake a variety of learning activities during lesson

time, including group work and individual research. A small

amount of timetabled sessions will allow practical performance

and skill observation, practical exercise training programmes and

fitness measuring.
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Advanced/Advanced Subsidiary GCE

Travel and Tourism

Entry Requirements

There are no specific entry requirements for this course.

About the course

This is a qualification which involves a wide range of AS and

A2 units. It involves a variety of work-related themes and

assessment methods. All Travel and Tourism qualifications aim

to give students a broad knowledge and understanding of the

tourism industry and prepare students for Higher Education or

the world of work.

The AS award is a three unit qualification and includes a unit

introducing Travel and Tourism which is externally assessed by

the exam board. You will find out in this unit about how the

Tourism Industry is the fastest growing industry in the world,

and the reasons behind the rapid development in this area. You

will also learn about how tourism affects the economy at home

here in the UK.

The second AS unit involves Customer Service in Travel and

Tourism. Here you will learn about why customers are the

most important part of the Travel and Tourism industry, and

the standards of service they should expect. This unit will

be assessed by assignment work marked in the College and

moderated by the exam board. The third unit, Tourism and

Travel Destinations, will also be assessed this way. In this unit

you will examine the major features of short and long haul

destinations for UK tourists.

Progression onto the six unit Advanced Level qualification

will mean a further three units of study at Advanced Level,

which again includes one unit examined externally and two

further assignment units. Units studied here include Tourism

Development (the externally examined unit) and Event

Management. The final unit is an optional unit, which can be

chosen from the Guided Tour, Ecotourism, Adventure Tourism and

Cultural Tourism.

In the Tourism Development unit you will learn about the

organisations involved in Tourism Development and the negative

and positive impacts of Tourism Development both in the UK

and overseas. You will apply problem-solving skills to different

case studies of Tourism Development. There will be a one and

a half hour exam at the end of this unit assessed by the exam

board.

Event Management gives you the chance to work as part

of a team to plan, carry out and evaluate a real Travel and

Tourism project that is of interest to you. Students will need

to produce a business plan for the project before it takes place,

and then keep a log of their involvement in the project whilst

it is in progress. After the event you will need to produce an

evaluation to discover what went well and what could have

worked better.

There will also be the opportunity for students to go on Work

Experience in a Travel and Tourism related setting to find out

how Travel and Tourism businesses operate in the real world.

As you would expect from a qualification of this nature there

will be a lot of discussion and group work, and the chance to go

on Tourism related visits during the course. There may be the

chance for a trip abroad during the two year course as well as

participation in the event for the Event Management unit and

Students Guided Tours of local attractions.

Extended Project

Extended Project as a stand alone qualification

Extended Project Level 3 is an exciting new qualification,

equivalent to ½ an A level that allows (as a stand alone

qualification) students from any subject area to pursue an

individual project related to their A level qualifications and

future degree or employment ambitions, or even one that they

just have a personal interest in. Students are mentored by a

tutor who guides them in their choice of project and the skills

they will need to realise it. Ultimately students produce a

portfolio of evidence about their project, a report outlining their

findings and a presentation to an audience of their results.

The Extended Project provides students with vital skills that will

not only help with their applications to universities but also

develop their capability to work independently, something vital

to their future aspirations. These include obtaining and selecting

information from a variety of sources, analysing data, taking

critical decisions and communicating their ideas effectively to

others.

As the qualification is also worth UCAS points it presents a

fantastic opportunity. Many universities view this qualification

very positively.

At the time of going to print with this prospectus the College

is also investigating other courses which provide students with

additional stretch and challenge opportunities.

The course delivery commences after AS exams in Year 1 and

continues into Year 2. It is envisaged that the majority of

students opting for this qualification will have achieved high

GCSE grades.

Freya McCabe

“I did my GCSEs at John Ruskin School and came to college because I liked the range of courses

on offer. I am studying AS levels in Media Studies, English Language, Travel and Tourism and

Geography. I like college because it is very friendly and I like being treated like an adult. Teachers

are all helpful and everyone helps each other out. You need to put in a lot more effort at A-level

and, since being here, I have become a lot more responsible for my learning and socialise with a

bigger range of people. I am looking forward to going to university at the end of my course.”

OCR National Qualifications

OCR Level 3 National Qualifications in

Health and Social Care

National Certificate in Health, Social

Care and Early Years

National Diploma in Health, Social Care

and Early Years

Entry Requirements

Four GCSEs at Grade C or above or OCR National Level 2 in

Health & Social Care at Merit grade or above or any equivalent

qualification e.g. Intermediate GNVQ in Health & Social Care.

About the course

These vocational courses are designed to provide you with

a high quality, industry-recognised qualification. In addition

they will give the opportunity to develop relevant skills and

knowledge for a career in fields such as health-care, social care

or early years and education.

In Year 1 you will study 6 different modules to gain the

National Certificate in Health, Social Care and Early Years at

level 3. All of these modules are coursework based, so there

are no exams. The National Certificate qualification is broadly

equivalent to 1 A level.

In Year 2 you will do six more modules to allow you to

upgrade your qualification to the National Diploma in Health,

Social Care and Early Years at level 3. All of these modules are

also coursework based, so there are again no exams in Year

2 of the course. The National Diploma qualification is broadly

equivalent to 2 A levels.

All OCR National qualifications in Health and Social Care at level

3 involve studying a mix of compulsory and optional units,

including such topics as: practical care; first aid; counselling

skills; mental health; working with children; working with

people with disabilities; child development. You will gain

a certificate from the OCR exam board for each unit you

successfully complete, as well as for the full National Certificate

and National Diploma qualifications.

You will also be actively encouraged to take part in relevant

work placements as part of your study programme. Students

do a minimum of a half-day a week placement in health, social

care or early-years organisations for a minimum of ten weeks

in both Year 1 and Year 2 of the course e.g. in a Care home,

in a nursery, in a day-centre. This will give you an opportunity

to collect information for your coursework as well as providing

you with practical experience of working in a Care setting.

OCR National qualifications in Health and Social Care at

level 3 can be used to: enter employment and undertake a

related NVQ, e.g. NVQ in Care; enter employment at trainee

level, e.g. trainee healthcare assistant; undertake additional

level 3 qualifications, e.g. A levels; undertake higher level

qualifications in further or higher education e.g. HNC, HND,

degree courses such as nursing.

As well as providing you with a recognised qualification this

course will allow you to develop vocational and study skills;

to work independently and as part of a group; be able to

specialise in particular areas of health, social care or early

years if you wish.
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Advanced Diploma

Qualifications

Diplomas have been developed to provide new and innovative

qualifications to support progression onto degree studies at

university, training or employment. A diploma qualification

will also give you the opportunity to develop and practise

work-related skills within a chosen employment sector. The

Advanced Diploma is a 2 year programme of study and is

broadly equivalent to three and a half A level qualifications.

Diplomas will be developed in 17 subject areas, relating to

different employer sectors. For teaching from September 2009

the Advanced Diploma subject areas available at BSFC are:

• Business, Administration and Finance

• Creative and Media

• Society, Health and Development

• Travel and Tourism

All diploma qualifications consist of 3 components:

• Principal Learning

• Generic Learning

• Additional and/or Specialist Learning

Principal Learning is a freestanding qualification which is sector

related, focusing on developing knowledge, understanding and

skills that are relevant to the chosen sector and applying these

to work-based situations.

Generic Learning consists of:

• Functional skills (English, ICT and maths)

• Personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTS)

• An Extended Project

• Work Experience

Additional and Specialist learning consists of qualifications at

the same level (or one level higher). Additional learning will

broaden your learning experience by including qualifications

from other sectors e.g. A level qualifications. Specialist learning

allows you specialise further by undertaking qualifications from

the same sector as your chosen diploma subject.

The overall grade for your advanced diploma qualification

will be based only on the grades obtained from the Principal

Learning and the Extended Project. All the other components

have to be completed before you can achieve your diploma

qualification. All Advanced Diploma qualifications are graded

from A* to E.

All advanced diplomas require a minimum of 5 GCSEs at A*- C,

including Mathematics and English plus good ICT skills.

Advanced Diploma in Business,

Administration and Finance

Entry Requirements

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at A*- C, including Mathematics and

English. Good ICT skills.

About the course

As with all other Advanced Diploma courses; the Business,

Administration and Finance (BAF) Diploma is worth 3 and a half

A Levels and consists of three components.

These are:

1) Principal Learning – Learning related to the topics of BAF;

2) Generic Learning – Functional Skills Level 2 (English, ICT

and Maths), Personal, Learning and Thinking Skills, Work

Experience (at least 20 days) and an Extended Project (BAF

related);

3) Additional/Specialist Learning – Other A Level

qualifications and/or qualifications related to BAF at Level 3.

To achieve the Diploma you will have to complete successfully

all the three components, but the grade you achieve for the

Diploma (A* - E) will only be dependent on the standard of

your Principal Learning work and your Extended Project work.

Principal Learning topics for the Advanced BAF Diploma include;

Business Enterprise, Business Administration, Personal Finance

and Financial Services, Business Finance and Accounting,

Marketing and Sales in Business, Customer Service in Business,

Teams in Business and Business Communication, Responding to

change in Business, Corporate Social Responsibility and Careers

and Employment in Business.

Six of these topics are internally assessed and four are

externally assessed. As some of the topic titles suggest hands

on business experience both individually and in teams will be

at the heart of the course. The Extended Project will also be

connected to one of these topic areas.

Learning is designed to be active using innovative Teaching and

Learning methods and resources. The use of local employers

in the area for work experience placements, work shadowing,

visits, speakers and resources will be common place.

The course is designed to be a mix of academic studies and

practical work to enable students to either go into BAF related

employment or Higher Education courses in the subject area.

Examples of careers or Higher Education courses in this area

that an Advanced BAF Diploma could lead to are: Accounting

and Finance, Management, Business, Administration, Banking,

Customer Service, Marketing, Retailing, Sales, Entrepreneurship.

Advanced Diploma in

Creative & Media

Entry Requirements

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at A*- C, including Mathematics and

English. Good ICT skills.

About this course

Creative and Media covers some of the UK’s most dynamic

and exciting industries, from film, TV and interactive media

to advertising, design and music. Creative industries employ

around 1.3 million people in the UK and contribute £112.5

billion to the country’s economy. Opportunities for young

people with relevant skills and knowledge in Creative & Media

are many and diverse. The Creative & Media Diploma is a new

qualification that is built around four core themes:

• creativity in context

• thinking and working creatively

• principles, processes and practice

• creative business and enterprise.

The Advanced Diploma is a composite course which, if

completed in its entirety is equivalent to 31/2 A Levels.

Principal Learning

This provides a broad understanding of the Creative & Media

sector, together with exposure to a range of disciplines and

their interrelationships. Examples of the possible disciplines to

be covered are:

Film and Video, Audio and Radio, Animation, Interactive Media,

Music Technology, Visual Art, Photo Imaging, Graphic Design,

Advertising, Drama, Creative Writing.

The Advanced Diploma in Creative and Media teaches you how

to master skills that are central to creative roles. You will learn

how to think, question, explore, create and communicate - and

bring your ideas to life through making, performing and doing.

It will also teach you to be aware of your surroundings and

how this can affect what you create, as well as becoming a

critical thinker, good communicator and creative practitioner.

You must produce evidence of work across a minimum of four

of these disciplines, although your programme will probably

concentrate on one or two core disciplines, enabling an

appropriate level of specialism. The six units are sector related.

They focus on developing knowledge and skills relevant to the

sectors and applying these to work-based situations.

Principal learning will be assessed by:

a) Internal assessment – supervised and completed under

controlled conditions – 4 units.

b) External assessment – set and marked by the awarding body

– 2 units.

Additional/Specialist Learning

You will have the flexibility to choose from a range of

additional learning options including AS/A level subjects.

Choices can be made to fit with your choice of future career or

personal interest. At Barrow Sixth Form College students can

study up to 2 other AS/A level subjects as part of their college

timetable.

Generic Learning

You will develop highly transferable generic skills including

functional skills in English, Maths and ICT.

Personal, Learning and Thinking Skills

You will develop skills that are essential for life, higher

education and work in today’s competitive job market. Skills

such as problem solving, team working, self-management,

creative thinking and effective communication will be

developed.

Student Project

You will complete an extended project to demonstrate the

skills and knowledge you have acquired. You will be able

to choose your own project and it will be an opportunity to

extend planning, research, analysis and presentation skills.

Again, the subject of the project could tie in to your personal

aspirations for higher education and/or career development.

Work Experience

You will do a minimum of 10 days work experience at

Advanced Level. There will be the chance to learn, and be

mentored by, professionals working in the chosen area of work.

Work experience could also be supplemented with work visits,

work related assignments, visits and talks from employers.

Progression

Diploma students will have the knowledge, understanding and

skills needed to go on to courses in higher education or to go

directly into employment. Students will acquire skills that any

employer in any sector would recognise.
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Advanced Diploma in

Society, Health and Development (SHD)

Entry Requirements

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at A*- C, including Mathematics and

English. Good ICT skills

About this Course

This diploma qualification covers the following employment

sectors:

• Healthcare

• Social Care

• Children’s Services

• Community Justice

The Principal Learning consists of 6 units, 4 of which are assessed

through coursework and 2 are assessed by exam.

The titles of these units are:

• The Sectors in Context

• Principles and Values in Practice

• Partnership Working

• Communication and Information Sharing

• Personal and Professional Development in the Work

Environment

• Safeguarding and Protecting Individuals and Society

The Extended Project for Society, Health and Development is a

theoretical written project on any topic that links to the Principal

Learning for Society, Health and Development. You will start this

in the spring/summer term of Year 1 and complete this during

the autumn term of Year 2.

The Additional Learning component will be covered by one of

your other A level choices at college.

Work Experience

You will also have to complete 20 days work placement for the

Advanced Diploma during the 2 years of the course. This will be

organised for you by the college’s work experience co-ordinator.

Progression

The SHD Diploma is designed is designed by employers to enable

students to go onto future careers in four major job sectors –

children’s services, health services, community justice and the

adult social care sectors. Some examples of the many possible

career areas include nursing, teaching, social work, police and

community work.

You can use this qualification to go into employment, do a

vocational training course or gain a place at university on a

degree course. There are a wide range of higher education

courses you can progress onto after gaining an Advanced

Diploma in Society, Health and Development. Examples of

possible degree courses include Nursing, Early Years and

Primary Teaching, Speech and Language Therapy, Childhood

Studies, Social Work, Youth and Community Studies, Police and

Community Justice Studies, Health Promotion, Occupational

Therapy and Counselling.

Advanced Diploma in

Travel and Tourism

Entry requirement

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at A*- C, including Mathematics and

English. Good ICT skills

About the course

In 2007 the UK was ranked the 6th most visited country in the

world with 30.7 million international tourist arrivals, earning

the UK 37.6 billion dollars. London was the most visited city

in the world with 15.34 million international visitors. With the

impending Olympics in 2012 these figures can only increase for

the UK in a time of global uncertainty.

The Principal Learning of this Diploma introduces learners to

the exciting world of Travel and Tourism. Learners will acquire

knowledge and develop skills in the broad context of the Travel

and Tourism industries. In this rapidly changing, challenging,

dynamic and global business environment learners will be able

to make informed decisions about potential careers and further

or higher education courses related to the subject area.

The teaching and learning of the Principal Learning draws on upto-

date developments from the relevant industries. Some topics

covered include destinations and attractions, transport options,

working in travel and tourism, images and perceptions, changing

trends in travel and tourism and creating products and services.

Summary of topic titles in the Principal Learning are as follows:

1. People in travel and tourism

2. Destinations and cultures

3. Environmental influences

4. Image and perception

5. Political and economic influences

6. Technology in travel and tourism

7. Changes and trends

8. Creating and delivering travel and tourism products and

services

Two of the topic titles will be externally assessed and the other

six will be internally assessed. The extended project work will

be carried out involving relevant employers in one of the topic

areas above.

You will be expected to go out on work experience to relevant

employers and employers will also be involved in all the topic

areas of the subject so that Applied Learning can take place. This

could be in the form of visits, projects, guest speakers etc.

Trips and visits will also take place to relevant places and

innovative teaching and learning methods and resources will be

used.

The qualification could lead to employment or Higher Education

in the following areas; Event Management, Marketing

Management, Public Relations, Tourism Management, Attraction

Management, Sustainable Tourism, Travel Agency work, Transport

Planning, Ecotourism.
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Art Foundation Course

Edexcel Level 3 BTEC Foundation

Diploma in Art and Design

Entry Requirements

This is a post A level course and A level Art is a normal entry

requirement. However exceptions may be made for adult

students.

About the course

If you are thinking seriously about becoming a professional

artist or designer you should consider this course to prepare

you for entry to a degree or HND. On this one year full-time

(two year part-time) course you will undertake practical work

designed to diagnose which, of all the specialist art and design

disciplines, you would be most suited to. Then with individual

guidance you will research all appropriate courses, and prepare

a personal portfolio of work to take to interview at your chosen

institutions.

Exploratory Stage

The three units in this stage all aim to prepare you for selfreliant

learning. You will be helped to develop an open-minded

approach and to broaden your research skills. This will be

supported by 20th Century art and design history lectures.

You will be encouraged to develop the essential skills of

observing and recording, supported by life drawing classes.

Following intensive workshops, you will explore the potential

of a wide variety of media and techniques through extensive

experimentation.

Pathway Stage

In the four units of this second stage you will build upon

and integrate the skills already encountered through a

series of negotiated projects. Your practical work should

progressively develop towards an area of specialist study, and

you will investigate this through practical and written work,

demonstrating your absorption of the influence of others’ work

and your increased understanding of your chosen discipline.

Confirmatory Stage

You will be expected to take full responsibility for the work

in this stage, undertaking in-depth research into a chosen

area of study that fully utilises and integrates your skills

and understanding. Full self-evaluation will be expected as

evidence of this increased responsibility. A written personal

review will reflect upon your progress and clearly set out

your intentions for your final project. This is then produced

to deadline for display in a public exhibition. This stage of the

course is Level 4 – unique to the college.

Visits to galleries or higher education institutions and visits by

practising artists or higher education tutors will be organised as

appropriate throughout the year.

Assessment occurs regularly, giving you valuable feedback on

your progress. All three stages need to be passed to progress,

and once this has been achieved, then your confirmatory stage

work will be assessed to give you an overall result of pass,

merit or distinction.

Zen Wynn

“I am studying a BTEC foundation degree in art and design as a mature student. I am learning lots of

new and interesting things on the course and it has motivated me on to university.

I originally worked in the construction industry but made the choice to come back to education full

time and have not looked back since. The College and the tutors are great and very hospitable. My

time and effort has really paid off here and I am happy to move on to bigger and brighter things.”
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Examination

Courses Level 2

*Indicates Level 2 courses available to Level 3 students.
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OCR Level 2 National Certificate in

Art & Design

Entry Requirements

There are no specific entry requirements for this course.

On completion of the course:

You will receive an OCR Level 2 National Certificate in Art &

Design. This is the same size and level as 4 GCSEs A*-C. You

will be taught for 11 hours per week and must complete 6 units.

Successful completion of the course will prepare you for either

the world of work, or continuing your education.

About the course

The OCR Level 2 National Certificate in Art & Design is intended

to help you to develop your practical skills, understanding and

confidence, so that you are well placed to gain employment in

a creative commercial environment, or to study art and design

at an advanced level. The course will assess your ability to

carry out a range of tasks and has been designed to recognise

achievements in a modern, practical way that is relevant to the

workplace.

The college will seek to organise a period of regular and

appropriate work experience for you as an integral and important

part of the course.

In the introductory stage of the course you will be helped to

develop your knowledge of a range of traditional art and design

media and techniques, which will allow your tutors to assess

your strengths and abilities. There will be opportunities for

you to learn about and specialise in disciplines such as photo

imaging, computer art, graphic design, illustration, printed

textiles, embroidery, fashion design, painting, printmaking,

mixed media and sculpture.

Where you demonstrate a particular talent or interest, then the

flexibility of the course allows you to focus on this as you work

through a number of broad projects. For each project you will be

expected to undertake visual research, develop a range of ideas,

and produce and display the appropriate outcomes to the best of

your ability. Through these projects you will be shown how to

apply correct and safe working practices. This will be vital and

beneficial to you, both during the course and in the workplace.

The course is made up of six linked units. All these units are

centre-assessed and externally moderated by an OCR Visiting

Moderator. They are all graded at Pass, Merit or Distinction, as is

the overall final award.

The five compulsory units are:

• Planning and researching for art and design briefs.

• Exploring media, materials and techniques.

• Realising art and design ideas.

• Presenting and displaying work.

• Work experience in the art and design industry.

The last unit is a choice from:

• Exploring photography

• Exploring fashion and textiles

• Exploring graphic design

• Exploring fine art

OCR Level 2 National Certificate in

Health and Social Care

Entry Requirements

Mainly Ds and Es at GCSE.

About the course

This is a one-year course covering a variety of health and social

care topics. The course is made up of six separate units. All

the units are coursework based, so there are no exams. You will

receive a certificate from the OCR exam board for each unit you

successfully complete. To achieve the full qualification of National

Certificate in Health and Social Care you must successfully

complete all six units of the course. This will give you a

qualification that is broadly equivalent to four GCSEs at grade C

or above. Depending on your overall mark you will be awarded

a Pass grade (equivalent to four GCSEs at grade C), a Merit grade

(equivalent to four GCSEs at grade B) or a Distinction grade

(equivalent to 4 GCSEs at grade A).

The course consists of four compulsory units in: preparing to give

quality care; communicating with service users in care settings;

practical caring; hygiene and safety in care settings. In addition

to these four units you will also study two optional units, for

example: healthcare for children; practical first aid for care

settings.

You will be expected to take part in relevant work placements,

as part of your study programme for this course. Students

taking this course usually do a minimum of a half-day a week

work placement with health care, social care or early years

organisations for 10 weeks during the Autumn Term during two

terms of the course. This gives you an opportunity to collect

information to help you with your coursework and the chance to

gain work experience.

An OCR National qualification in Health and Social Care at level 2

will enable you to enter employment or training, within a wide

range of health and social care environments, for example you

could be accepted as a trainee for a post as a care assistant or

early-years worker. You can also use this qualification to gain

entry onto: other level 2 qualifications such as GCSEs and other

OCR National qualifications; Level 3 qualifications such as A levels

and OCR National qualifications.

This course is ideal if you are thinking of a career in health and

social care or just want to find out if this type of career is for

you. Doing this course will enable you to learn about topics

relating to health and social care; develop skills to help you to

progress onto further health and social care courses or training;

keep your options open if you are not sure about what career

direction to take, since you can use this qualification to progress

onto other courses as well as health and social care.

There are no set entry requirements for this course. This

qualification is available to anyone who is capable of reaching

the required standards.
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OCR Level 2 National Certificate in

Information Technology

Entry Requirements

Mainly Ds and Es at GCSE. Suited to students who are

passionate and motivated by IT and who may be considering a

career as an IT user or as a specialist within the IT industry.

About the course

This is a new and exciting course for those who are seeking an

alternative to traditional qualifications. It is ideally suited for

students who are passionate and motivated by IT and who may

be considering a career as an IT user or as a specialist within

the IT industry. Alternatively, this national certificate may lead

to further advanced qualifications for example AS/A – Level ICT

or higher-level training.

This course is particularly helpful for students who are

interested in learning more about a particular sector or industry.

Students also learn skills that will serve them well in any

workplace, such as team working, communication and problem

solving.

The course, which has the approval and recognition of industry,

is focused on the core skills required for employment in the IT

industry. It is divided into six units, each of which represents

a specific feature of the IT industry. There is one mandatory

unit that focuses on workplace skills and five further units that

includes Presentation, Spreadsheet and Web design applications.

Further units offer an exiting experience of graphics, video

and sound creation with the possibility of a work experience

placement.

There are no exams; all six units are assessed through marked

coursework assignments. This qualification is equivalent to 4

GCSEs at A – C.

Further information can be obtained from http://www.

ocrnationals.com/index.html

OCR Level 2 National Certificate in

Travel and Tourism

Entry Requirements

Mainly Ds and Es at GCSE.

About the course

This is a new and exciting course at the College which has

been developed to help students gain a high quality, industry

recognised qualification in Travel and Tourism. You will develop

skills in travel and tourism in a modern and practical way.

The full qualification consists of six units. There are no exams

in the course but each unit has an assignment which has to

be completed and then assessed by your tutor. All units are

graded separately and then once all six units are complete

you will receive a full award certificate graded pass, merit or

distinction

The first four units are Exploring Travel and Tourism, Dealing

with Customers in Travel and Tourism, Investigating Tourist

Destinations and Promoting Travel and Tourism. During these

units, observation of a real life Travel and Tourism business

is useful and to facilitate this each student will be given a

relevant work experience placement in the local Travel and

Tourism industry.

A further two units are chosen from a list of optional units

such as Investigating Visitor Attractions, Investigating Package

Holidays and Using Technology and the Internet for Travel and

Tourism.

As you would expect from a course of this nature there will be

the chance to go on trips and visits to tourist attractions and

Travel and Tourism related businesses.

The qualification can lead to employment in call centres, travel

agencies, hotels and restaurants, holiday companies and

tourist information. Alternatively there is the opportunity for

progression to level 3 Travel and Tourism at the College.
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*GCSE Biology (OCR Gateway)

Entry Requirements

Grade D or above in a GCSE Science or Biology course.

In exceptional cases e.g. mature students, a lower grade may

be considered suitable for entry.

About the course

The course consists of 6 modules, 3 of which will be examined

in January and the remaining 3 in June; this will account for

66% of the marks. Examination papers are 1 hour long and

require short answers to questions. The remaining 34% will be

gained from satisfactory completion of set practical exercises

and from writing an extended essay on a scientific news report.

It will be possible to resit each module once to gain higher

marks.

The six modules are:

Understanding Ourselves - diet, health, disease, senses and

inheritance.

Understanding our Environment - food chains, evolution,

population studies.

Living & Growing - cells & cell division, development.

It’s a Green World - functioning of green plants, agriculture.

The Living Body - human biology

Beyond the Microscope - bacteria, disease, enzymes,

biotechnology.

The course will allow candidates to develop their interest

in Biology and successful completion will provide a science

qualification for entry to many careers, including Nursing and

Teaching, and progression to AS Biology.

*Available to students on Level 3 programmes of study.

*GCSE Business and Communication

Systems

Entry Requirements

There are no specific entry requirements for this course.

About the course

This one year IT course allows you to develop both practical

computer skills and administrative skills as required in today’s

modern office. The course provides you with an opportunity

to learn about the different types of communications and

administration procedures within the business world, which

can be of practical and personal value as well as serving as

an introduction to further education, training and the world of

work.

You will learn how a business organisation operates in

terms of: the role of the Human Resource department and

how it supports the employees of a business; the various

administrative services that support business transactions and

the use and effectiveness of different types of communications

used within a business.

You will learn and develop the IT skills used in the business

environment in the areas of: word processing; using a

spreadsheet; using a database; using a desktop publishing/

graphics package.

You will use all the above IT applications to compose your

own business documents in terms of business letters, reports,

e-mails, graphs, charts and memoranda. At all points in your

practical work you will learn how to review the accuracy,

presentation and quality of the documents you produce.

The scheme of assessment consists of two papers. Paper 1 is

a written paper testing knowledge of business communications

(33%). Paper 2 tests practical skills using computers (67%).

There is no coursework element.
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*GCSE Chemistry

Entry requirements

You will need to have a grade D in GCSE Science or GCSE

Chemistry. In exceptional circumstances this requirement may be

waived.

About the course

This GCSE Chemistry course, which is part of the OCR Gateway

Science Suite, gives you the opportunity to build on your

interest and enthusiasm for Chemistry whilst developing critical

approaches to scientific evidence and methods. You will acquire

skills, knowledge and the understanding of how Chemistry

works and its essential role in society today. The content of the

course is based around six modules: Carbon Chemistry, Rocks and

Minerals, The Periodic Table, Chemical Economics, Chemistry Out

There and How Much?

The course is examined through three units of assessment,

each contributing 33.3 % towards the total grade. Two external

module exams cover the content of the course and the remaining

Skills Assessment Unit is based on a written Science Research

Topic and continually assessed Practical Skills through Can-do

tasks.

GCSE English

Entry Requirements

There are no specific entry requirements for this course.

About the course

GCSE English is offered mainly if you wish to improve on an

earlier grade in the subject.

The course is flexible and varied but will include: imaginative,

personal, narrative writing; some Shakespeare; writing and

discussing fictions, plays, poetry, articles; writing for a specified

audience (e.g. letters, pamphlets, news and magazine articles).

The course is assessed by 20% written work, 20% oral

coursework and 60% examination.

*Available to students on Level 3 programmes of study.

Literacy

If a course in GCSE English is inappropriate (e.g. because previous

grade an E or below) courses leading to a qualification in Basic

Skills are available at level 1 or 2. These allow students the

flexibility to progress at their own rate and to take the relevant

test when they are ready.

*GCSE Mathematics

Entry Requirements

There are no specific entry requirements for this course.

About the course

The college enters students for the AQA modular course which is

assessed by three examination modules (including a non-calculator

element) spread over the year.

The first examination module covers Statistics and Probability,

the second covers Number and the third covers Shape, Space and

Algebra.

Most students will enter at Foundation level (up to grade C)

although the course is designed to suit a wide range of ability and

students may enter higher level if this is appropriate.

The GCSE Mathematics evening class follows the AQA modular

course, normally completed within one year.

*Available to students on Level 3 programmes of study.

Joshua Taylor

“After leaving school prior to taking my GCSEs I was away from education for four years. I came to

Sixth Form in September 2008 to gain the qualifications I needed to improve my future prospects.

I am currently studying OCR National Level 2 in Travel and Tourism, GCSE Maths and GCSE Business

and Communication Systems. I am returning in September to complete A levels and hope to go

to university in the future as I want to become a social worker. College has helped me not just

academically but with finding somewhere to live and giving me the support I need to be successful.”
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Foundation FSMQ and Numeracy

Courses leading to a qualification in Basic Skills are available

at level 1 or 2. These focus on practical applications to real life

problems and can lead to additional Free Standing Mathematics

Qualifications for which students have the opportunity to build

a portfolio of work. Alternatively students may follow a course

in GCSE Mathematics if this is appropriate.

*GCSE Physics

Entry Requirements

GCSE Science or Physics grade D. In exceptional circumstances

the requirement may be waived.

About the course

The GCSE Physics course is part of the OCR Gateway Science

Suite; it provides a stimulating way of gaining skills, knowledge

and understanding of how Physics works and its essential role

in society. There are three modules in each of the two units:

Unit 1: Energy for the Home, Living for the Future and Forces

for Transport.

Unit 2: Radiation for Life, Space for Reflection, and Electricity for

Gadgets.

Assessment of the course is in the form of two written exams,

one in January and one in June and several teacher assessed

science reports written about Science in the News.

GCSE Spanish

Entry Requirements

No specific requirements but students should preferably have

been successful in another foreign language at GCSE.

About the course

This course is offered to students who have no or little previous

knowledge of Spanish, and who have proved themselves

competent language learners at GCSE. It is an excellent

complement to advanced level programmes, whether French or

German are being continued or not.

It is a one-year course, over five hours per week, taught by

one tutor in a specialist language room. The course will cover

five areas of experience, namely: everyday activities; personal

and social life; the world around us; the world of work and

the international world. Equal emphasis is given to the four

language skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing,

which each contribute 25% to the final mark.

Assessment for the AQA GCSE qualification involves terminal

exams in each of the four skills.

This course can also be followed as a prelude to an AS or A

level qualification in Spanish to be taken in year 2 (see entry

under GCE Spanish).

NB Only available to students on Level 3 programmes of study.

SPORTS LEADER UK

*Community Sports Leader Award

Entry requirements

No formal entry requirements are needed, other than an

enjoyment of all sporting activities and a willingness to

actively participate. It is a superb way of gaining an additional

qualification in a very practical setting. A Red Cross first aid

certificate also forms part of the qualification.

About the course

This course is designed for people who wish to develop their

leadership skills and to enable them to organise sporting

and recreational activities. It is a practical course and the

assessment is therefore practical. It occurs through the

candidates’ ability to plan, deliver and evaluate a range of

physical activities. It is a nationally recognised qualification

and is hugely advantageous for anybody who wishes to

follow a career in PE teaching, sports coaching, or any type

of leadership. Students who wish to stay active in a group

environment will also benefit from this.

Eight units must be completed; these are organisational skills,

safety in sport, know your friends, fitness for sport, games and

activity experience and ten hours of voluntary leadership work.

The course lasts one year and is likely to be taken as part of a

two year advanced level study of programme. It is additionally

useful for AS PE students looking to enhance their coursework

coaching grade in an enjoyable way.
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